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Your Candidacy 
Explain why you are seeking the office of Minnesota State House of Representatives. What will 
you bring to your constituents? What experiences, expertise and skill sets do you have that 
make you best suited to hold this position? What specific expertise will you bring to the State 
House that is unique or rare to the body? 
 

I’m a gallery owner and Arts promoter, neighborhood organizer, realtor and small-
business owner who has had a long-standing commitment to working with neighbors to 
make a difference on important issues facing our community. 
 
For two decades I've been a tireless advocate for the Eastside, serving on numerous 
neighborhood Boards, task forces and steering committees while founding and 
organizing signature community events like the Hotdish Revolution and Empty Bowls 
NE, raising over $50,000 for local hunger causes while supporting Arts Education at 
Edison High School.  I've been an effective fighter against riverfront and industrial 
pollution and have a passion for our River, watershed and water quality. I’ve also been a 
DFL State Delegate (twice), was a Community Representative for the Office of 
Congressman Keith Ellison and was even a Legislative Page in the MN House (2000) as 
a young man. 
 
My specific expertise that is totally unique to the body is being a gallery owner whose 
mission is focused on emerging and local artists.  I understand the struggle artists face 
as well as their tremendous, positive impact – both culturally and economically.  I will 
work every day to advance the Arts and intend to be known as the “Arts District 
Legislator." 
 

Legislative Priorities 
1) Which three committee assignments would you request? Why would you request these 
three? 
 

Legacy Finance – Because Arts Legacy funding is a big chunk of how Arts get funded 
in Minnesota through the Minnesota State Arts Board (MSAB) & Regional Arts Councils 
(RAC) systems (they are also funded through the General Fund).  I will be an advocate 
for increased funding to these sources and will ensure that Legacy funds go to the Arts 
and Arts Access, Arts Education, and Arts and Cultural Heritage, and will work to protect 
the standard that 47% of the Arts & Culture Legacy Fund is appropriated to the MSAB 
and RAC systems, with the long-term goal of increasing it to 50%. 
 
Housing Financing and Policy – Because I view housing as a fundamental human 
right. As a realtor living in a community that is increasing gentrifying, I know the 
importance of housing stability and sustainable homeownership.  There’s so much good 
that can be done through this committee, from family homelessness prevention, rental 
assistance, the Housing Challenge program, local housing trust funds, to the 
Homeownership Assistance Fund, etc.   
 
Environment and Natural Resources Finance – Because if we want to protect and 
enhance our Riverfront and Watershed District, that costs money and this is where it’s 
appropriated. It's that fundamental! 
 



Taxes and Budget 
1) If you had revenues of $100 (to symbolize the state’s budget revenues) how would you 
allocate those revenues according to your priorities and your understanding of the budget and 
public priorities (so those priorities add up to $100)? 
 

Just to put this into context, this is very similar to the current budget, expect there are 
increases in Health and Human Services, Education, Environment and a big jump in 
Housing (3x) with a slight decrease in Transportation and Commerce. 
 
$45 Health and Human Services (funding for mental health and other institutions, 
public assistance, health care, early childhood, and general public health programs) 
 
$25 E-12 Education (state support for pre-kindergarten through grade 12 education) 
 
$7 Transportation (transportation systems, highway construction and maintenance, and 
the Minnesota State Patrol) 
 
$5 Environment (programs for environmental protection and recreation) 
 
$5 Higher Education (state funding for public universities, state and community 
colleges) 
 
$4 Property Tax Aids and Credits (local government aid and grant programs, property 
tax refunds) 
 
$3 Housing (programs and tax incentives for hosing stability, affordable housing, and 
sustainable homeownership) 
 
$2 Jobs, Economic Development, and Commerce (programs for improving 
opportunities, growth and economic success to individuals, and businesses and 
communities) 
 
$2 State Government and Veterans (administrative, constitutional offices, and 
legislative agencies) 
 
$1 Debt Service 
 
$.5 Agriculture  
 
$.5 Capital Projects and Grants (payment of principal and interest on state bonds 
along with other capital project spending) 
------ 
$100 
 

2) What is your position on income tax policy? How does your tax position relate to sales tax, 
property tax, user fees and other surcharges? If you had to raise revenues how would you do 
that? 

 
In general, I support progressive taxation and taxes based on people's ability to pay. For 
example, a wealth or estate tax, a sales tax on luxury goods, or the exemption of sales 
taxes on basic necessities have progressive effects as it increases the tax burden of 



higher income payers and reduces it on lower income families.   
 
 

Education 
1) What are your priorities for early education, special education, K-12 education and higher 
education? How would you fund them? 
 

My priority for early education is in sync with the House DFLers and Gov. Tim Walz’s 
plan for funding 4,000 volunteer preschool slots in public school districts.  Minnesota 
must go the way of its neighbors in Iowa and Wisconsin and fund universal (and 
voluntary) pre-K!  
 
My priority for special education is to fully fund special education costs through the State 
of MN instead of relying on school districts to pay for them. About 20% of a public 
school’s budget is spent on special ed costs!  
 
My priority for K-12 education is reversing Minnesota’s perpetual underfunding of 
education by significantly increasing the per-pupil funding formula and tying it to inflation. 
 
My priority for higher education, long-term, is making a tuition-free Minnesota State 
Colleges and Universities System (MnSCU).  This is not a far-fetched idea! In fact, the 
2015 Legislature created the MnSCU Two-Year Occupational Grant Pilot Program which 
was a $5 million pilot project that applied to about 1,200 programs, from accounting to 
welding, at 30 community and technical colleges, allowing for some 1,400 of Minnesota’s 
newest high school graduates to get free college tuition. It’s a great start, but lawmakers 
may or may not re-authorize the pilot program. I will work with legislative and educational 
leaders to provide free community college for all. 
 
We can fund all of this through existing funding mechanisms with modest increases in 
these areas and progressive taxation.  

 
2) What are your views on investing in early childhood education? How would you pay for 
those? How would you prioritize this with other educational spending? 
 

We need universal and voluntary pre-K for every 4-year old in Minnesota. I’m in line with 
the House DFLers and Gov. Walz’s plan for funding for 4,000 volunteer preschool slots 
in public school districts, which is a great first step.  Minnesota must go the way of its 
neighbors in Iowa and Wisconsin and fund universal pre-K!  This would be a top priority 
as these are the most critical learning years for a child.  Keep in mind that we don’t have 
as much of an education problem insofar as we have a child poverty problem, so that is 
the lens we must view all early childhood education so we can foster full-spectrum, 
wholistic policy approaches to addressing this.  
 

3) The costs of higher education continue to escalate while the resources available to most MN 
students and families decrease. How do you plan to address the rising cost of higher education 
with continuing decreases in financial resources in a stressed economy? 
 

At the very least, we need to make the MnSCU two-year community colleges tuition-free. 
That cuts the cost of a four-year college education in half!  Plus, it gives people looking 
for post-high school occupational training the full education they need. 
 



Social Justice and Equity 
1) How would you address racial profiling and implicit bias by law enforcement? 
 

I support universal body cameras for all law enforcement officers in the State of 
Minnesota, with no ability to turn them off while wearing the uniform. This has proven to 
keep officers and residents safer and more aware of their interactions.  Obviously, local 
jurisdictions should continue with training around racial profiling and implicit bias and if 
there’s state funding on the table for that, I would of course support it!  
 

2) What changes (if any) would you propose to improve voter participation, and election 
fairness, efficiency and accuracy? When should former felons who have served their time be 
granted the right to vote? 

 
The voting process should be simple, convenient, and fair for everyone. Current 
legislation (HF 1603) includes roughly two-dozen terrific election-related measures that 
would impact the way Minnesotans register to vote, cast absentee ballots, and would 
add the state to a growing group of states attempting to move toward awarding Electoral 
College votes based on the outcome of the national popular vote. That’s why I support: 
 

• Increasing Tenant Voting - Direct the MN Secretary of State’s office to create 
written materials assisting tenants in the process of registering to vote and 
locating their local precinct; landlords would be required to provide a copy of 
those materials to each tenant within 30 days of entering a lease. 
 

• Providing Free Public Transit on Voting Day - Fixed-route public transit 
service free of charge on the day of a statewide general election. 
 

• Fair Redistricting - Establishing a redistricting advisory commission that would 
include five retired judges and 12 members of the public responsible for drawing 
and recommending new congressional and legislative district boundaries every 
10 years following each census. 
 

• Ranked-Choice Voting - short-term, let’s authorize all local governments the 
option to elect local officials using ranked-choice voting; long-term, let’s have 
ranked-choice voting in all statewide, state House and state Senate elections. 
 

• Early Voting - Establishing standards and procedures for early voting in 
Minnesota, which would allow a voter to cast a ballot at a centralized polling 
place during a specified period prior to Election Day (currently local governments 
are authorized to choose to offer early voting; that statute would be repealed). 
 

• A 5-Day In-Precinct Voting Period – Beginning on a Friday going through the 
weekend (even if it’s limited hours) and ending on that Tuesday, making that final 
voting day a State holiday.  
 

• Election Security - appropriate $6 million in the federal Help America Vote Act 
that grants funding for election system security improvements, a provision that is 
also moving in a standalone bill (HF 14) but is currently stuck in conference 
committee; and off-line paper balloting in all elections (still scan to count). 
 



• Publicly Funded Elections - doubling the Political Contribution Refund (to $100) 
 

3) How would you increase employment and wages for people with disabilities in Minnesota? 
 

First, we need to join states like Alaska, Maryland, New Hampshire and Texas to stop 
allowing employers to pay disabled workers less than minimum wage. Period end of 
report. This antiquated but common practice embedded into federal law is based on the 
thinking that lower wages would encourage hiring, but what's happens is that disabled 
people have been exploited in these "sheltered workplaces".  While Minnesota made 
some import reforms on this a few years ago intended to mitigate the pipeline of young 
workers entering workshops from high school, those regulations did not eliminate 
subminimum wages altogether.  
 
In addition, we need to fill the funding requests of the Minnesota Council on Disability 
(MCD), which advocates for policies and programs in the public and private sectors that 
advance the rights of Minnesotans with disabilities, so we can better identify the needs 
of the disabled in Minnesota. 
 
I also support the Parenting with a Disability Support Service pilot project legislation 
(HF1287), which is a bill to assist a parent with a disability in childcare tasks and to 
prevent removal of a child from a parent solely because their parent has a disability. 
 
And I think we can also decrease costs of living for people on fixed incomes – most often 
the disabled and elderly – with targeted property tax relief and renter credits.   
 

Health Care 
1) Given that many Minnesotans are uninsured or underinsured in health care coverage, cannot 
receive coverage for specific health conditions, and/or cannot afford the proper medications, 
how would you increase the number of Minnesotans covered and the quality of their coverage? 
What else would you do to improve the current health insurance climate? How would you pay 
for that? 

 
First, I support Governor Walz’s proposed ONECare Minnesota plan (HF 3) which is an 
affordable public option for Minnesotans who earn too much to qualify for public health 
care programs. ONECare allows a "buy-in" to MinnesotaCare and that includes doctor's 
visits, hospitalization, prescription drugs, and therapy services. 

 
The ONECare bill also creates a statewide drug formula for all Minnesota public 
programs. This is designed to use the purchasing power of the state to negotiate lower 
drug costs and to remove third parties like health plans and pharmacy benefit managers 
from state programs, therefore lowering prescription drug costs for Minnesotans.   
 
To pay for it, ONECare establishes a ONECare Buy-In reserve account, and requires 
enrollee premiums to be deposited into that account, and prohibits the commissioner 
from expending state dollars beyond what is specifically appropriated. 

 
ONECare is an important step in realizing universal healthcare for all Minnesotans, 
regardless of one's ability to pay or the range of medical needs. 
 

2) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, young children 
and others at risk? How would you pay for that? 



I support HF 1046, which is a bill that increases the Medical Assistance income limit for 
persons who are age 65 or older, blind, or have disabilities over a five-year period, from 
100 percent of the federal poverty guidelines.  
 
Also, I think we can decrease costs of living for people on fixed incomes – most often the 
disabled and elderly – with targeted property tax relief and renter credits.   
 
I’m in line with the House DFLers and Gov. Walz’s plan for funding for 4,000 volunteer 
preschool slots in public school districts, which is a great first step to universal pre-K;  I 
support Paid Family Leave and Paid Sick Time legislation, all of which will improve the 
health and living conditions of young children.  
 

3) What would you do to address the critical problem of access to health care for the self-
employed? 

 
As someone who’s been self-employed for many years, this is a critical problem as 
health insurance premiums are expensive and deductibles are often high.  If one wants 
deductibles to be lower, then your premiums go up. I recently just went for a standard 
eye exam, thinking my expensive health insurance covered it, but it turned it didn’t and I 
was stuck with a bill of $350 because my deductible is higher than that.  I could have 
had 3 ½ free eye exams and 3 ½ eyeglasses at LensCrafters for that price!  
 
So, the ONECare Minnesota plan (HF 3), which is an affordable public option for 
Minnesotans who earn too much to qualify for a public health care program, allowing 
folks to "buy-in" to MinnesotaCare and does includes doctor's visits, hospitalization, 
prescription drugs, and therapy services, is one way to fill that gap for the self-employed. 
 

4) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, young children 
and others at risk? How would you pay for that? How would you provide affordable, accessible 
emergency insulin? 
 

This is a very similar question as #2 in this section, so the same answer applies!  I also 
support Paid Family Leave (HF 5) and Paid Sick Time (HF 11), which will make a big 
difference for parents and their kids, allowing them to stay home and take care of their 
young children.  
 
I also support legislation that requires that all prescription drug pricing in all financial 
transactions be disclosed to all patients, and that includes rebates, discounts, or other 
forms of economic incentives that apply between the pharmacy benefits manager and 
any prescription drug manufacturer to the consumer.  This legislation is currently in the 
MN Senate (SF 841) with no House companion. While not a perfect solution to the 
insulin question, it’s important let people know the actual costs of prescription drugs, 
including insulin.   Also, I support OneCare and the Minnesota Health Plan! 
 

5) What is your position on legislation that enacts the Minnesota Health Plan at the state level? 
What is your position on universal health care for all? 

 
I 100% support the Minnesota Health Plan and universal health care for all!  Sure, the 
Minnesota Health Plan (HF 1200) would be a single-payer, statewide plan.  It's a long-
term goal, but it's the best and way most cost-effective to deliver health insurance to all 
Minnesotans. Under the plan you can see any doctor you want when you want,you’re 



your coverage never ends when you lose a job or switch to a new employer. There 
would be no filing out of complex application forms, no worrying whether a provider is “in 
network” or not, no worrying about whether the treatment was covered or how you are 
going to pay for the drugs. 
 
To pay for it, the plan would be funded by all Minnesotans, based on the ability to pay, 
and would cover all health care costs, replacing all premiums currently paid by 
employees and employers, as well as all co-payments, deductibles, all payments for 
care by the uninsured or under-insured, and all costs of government health care 
programs. Although the Minnesota Health Plan is not cheap, it is significantly less 
expensive than our current system, and it would provide a full range of health care 
services to everyone, greatly improving the health of the population. 
 

Economy/Jobs/Small Business 
1) What are the largest hurdles to the greater success of small and microbusiness in 
Minnesota? How would you lower those hurdles and minimize the barriers to their economic 
improvement? 
 

Gaining small business access to capital is probably the largest hurdle for 
entrepreneurs, especially women entrepreneurs and entrepreneurs of color. Plus, banks 
favor large corporations over independent businesses, and our current financial system 
reflects centuries of inequity.  In addition, long bank processing lag time for small 
businesses slows down much needed and timely cash flow. That’s why I support: 
 

• Making MN DEED loans more available and a better match for small businesses 

• Legislation that protects small businesses from predatory lenders and debt 
collectors 

• Providing more financing that focuses on community reinvestment 

• Strengthening anti-discrimination protections 

• The establishment of a publicly-owned Minnesota State Bank which would then 
finance independent financial cooperatives, credit unions and community 
development funds and institutions.  
 

2) How would you support job creation in Minnesota? 
 

First, I support the Minnesota Green New Deal (HF 2836) which proposes to make 
Minnesota electricity entirely free of carbon emissions by 2030 and creates job-training 
programs for clean energy fields. This will create a huge demand for jobs (and materials) 
in retro-fitting buildings, the solar industry and wind industry, and all the tech jobs and 
support infrastructure that go along with this type of bold initiative. 
 
Secondly, I support the full legalization, taxation and regulation of recreational marijuana 
by adults (like alcohol). This would not only create a huge industry (and bring it out of the 
shadows of the black market) and many jobs, but also create infrastructure, and 
agriculture that surround that industry.  It will also provide huge tax revenues for the 
state. In 5 years since Colorado legalized marijuana, the state as taken in over 4 billion 
dollars in tax revenue!  
 



3) What is Minnesota’s role in the global economy? What would you propose to support your 
position and serve the best interests of the Minnesota economy and Minnesotan’s? 
 

As a geeky guy who wears glasses, I found it interesting to learn that our top global 
export is medical and optical goods!  Also, at the top of the MN global export list are 
machinery and electrical equipment.  To be honest, I’m not that knowledgeable in 
Minnesota’s role in the global economy, other than I know it’s a positive role at $23 
billion/year. If we led the way in renewable energy production and infrastructure, I could 
see that as an emerging global export sector for MN.  
 

4) What is your position on policies that help recruit & maintain teachers of color? How would 
you do that? 

 

Only about 4 percent of Minnesota teachers are people of color or Native American, 

while about 34 percent of Minnesota students are people of color or Native American. 

That's why I support the Teachers of Color Act (HF 824) which provides funding that 

seeks to double American Indian teachers and teachers of color. I also support the 

Teacher Shortage Loan Forgiveness Program and any legislation that funds that!  

Public Safety and Crime Prevention 
1) What is your position on the availability of guns and particularly handguns? What is your 
position on the use of background checks prior to the purchase of firearms? Do you support 
periodic checks of current license holders? 

 
I support all common-sense gun safety legislation, like universal background checks, 
including legislation that provides background checks for private transfers of pistols and 
semiautomatic military-style assault weapons (HF 8).  
 
In addition, I support regulating gun ownership like we do cars with the addition of 
universal background checks, waiting periods and felony restrictions. That means 
licenses, registration and insurance. That means testing and renewal, recording sales 
and transferring titles. It’s common-sense! 
 
I also wonder sometimes what it would be like if we flipped the script on the conceal and 
carry signage laws in establishments in MN.  So instead of posting when an 
establishment doesn’t allow guns on the premises, that they would be required ff the do 
allow guns on the premises! 
 

2) What types of legislation would you propose to aid in the prevention of crime? What specific 
legislation would you propose to reduce or prevent crime? 

 
I would work to make less offenses crimes, specifically legalizing, taxing and regulation 
marijuana like we do alcohol.  MN still arrests about 5,000 people/year on non-violent 
marijuana offenses, so that would be a big reduction right there! 
 

3) What is your position regarding Second Chance programs and opportunities for ex-offenders 
to re-enter the community while balancing those initiatives with public safety and media 
influences? 
 



I 100% support Second Chance programs and initiatives; people who have committed 
crimes deserve opportunities to lead meaningful, productive lives upon completion of 
their sentences. That’s why I support: 
 

• Ending Cash Bail – Bail for misdemeanors in Minnesota can vary from $78 to 
$12,000. Defendants who can’t pay the amount often use bail bonds or remain in 
jail before trial, putting low-income defendants at risk of losing their jobs, houses 
and children. Current legislation (HF 741) would release low-risk and low-income 
defendants with lowered or no bail, freeing them from an unjust system that is, in 
effect, a severe extra punishment meted out to the poor. 
 

• Voting Rights for Ex-Felons - Current legislation (HF 40 | HF 1603) restores of 
voting rights to individuals convicted of a felony once they have completed any 
term of incarceration resulting from that conviction. The bill also requires each 
state and local correctional facility in the state designate an official in each facility 
to provide a notice of restoration of rights and a voter registration application to 
individuals whose rights were restored following a release from incarceration. 

 

• Reducing Minnesota's Felony Probation Periods – (HF 997)  
 

Environmental Safety/Energy Policy 
1) How would you balance the interests of citizens and the environmental community with the 
interests of industry, finance and the business community? 
 

While it’s important to strike a balance, when it comes down to it, I will always tip the 
scales towards the interests of citizens and the environmental community.   
 
For example, the GAF shingling plant (one of many as they are the largest shingling 
manufacturer in North America), located along our riverfront, has been polluting noxious 
fumes into our air for years, giving people headaches, making people not feel good (plus 
there’s an asthma cluster in the area) and in general, is a nuisance business.  They 
won’t tell the community what they’re burning because it’s “proprietary material” and 
every time we’ve pressured them and they finally “upgrade” their thermal oxidizer on 
their smokestack, it works maybe, for a month or two, and then we’re back to square one 
and it starts all over again.   
 
People have moved out of the area because of GAF.  People have opted to NOT move 
into the area because of GAF. I know first-hand as a realtor in the area. No amount of 
jobs is worth the interests of this industry being in our community.  
 
I will do everything in my power to get GAF to relocate.  If that means putting pressure 
on the MPCA to monitor/put pressure on them, I will do that.  If that means finding 
funding to “help” them relocate, I will do that. If funding their relocation is a considered 
balance, then that’s a good trade-off IMHO!  
 
I also will strongly support HF 2891, which is Mississippi River habitat and public 
water access funding to the tune for $4 million to Metropolitan Council for a grant to the 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board.  This legislation will provide critical habitat 
enhancement, restoration, and public water access to the Mississippi River above St. 



Anthony Falls in Minneapolis. Projects would create habitat zones for migrating, nesting, 
and aquatic species and would improve the recreational value of land along the 
river. 
 

2) What is your position on energy, the use of alternative and renewable energy sources, and 
Minnesota’s role in this arena? What key resources does Minnesota have to make good 
progress? 

 
I support the Minnesota Green New Deal (HF 2836) which proposes to make Minnesota 
electricity entirely free of carbon emissions by 2030 and creates job-training programs 
for clean energy fields, as well as an advisory commission to help make that transition to 
renewable energy sources.  
 
Minnesota’s greatest resource to help make us transition to a green, carbon-free, 
renewable energy economy is our young people.  Young people have the most at stake 
with the longest futures, so we must empower them and give them as much of a voice 
as possible at every level of government and specifically at the State Capitol!  
 

3) What policies or programs would you support in the areas of state building code compliance 
with clean energy technology, improved energy efficiency and increased noise protection? 
 

All of them!  To be honest, I’m not as well-versed in this area when it comes to specific 
programs.  But I do know that residential and commercial buildings account for 2/3 of the 
state’s electricity use and more than ½ of natural gas delivered in Minnesota.  The other 
thing I know and learned from my work on the Holland Neighborhood Improvement 
Association Board of Directors regarding building energy improvements is that basically 
our building envelops are like wearing a tee-shirt in the winter, and one of the most 
important things we can do reduce energy consumption and our carbon footprint is to 
retrofit these buildings and build new structures to at the very least a Passive Housing 
(U.S.) standard. I’ve heard that the Department of Commerce's Minnesota’s 2025 
Energy Action Plan, which is funded by the Feds, has some building efficiency 
programs, which I  of course support.  
 

Transportation 
1) What are your Minnesota transportation priorities as they relate to business, freight, travelers, 
and public transit including commuters, seniors, people with disabilities, young people, and 
visitors? 

 
First, let’s discuss our District 60A: University Ave. NE is a State Highway (47), and as a 
State Rep I will fight for calming traffic from 27th to Broadway. Specifically, we need a 
light and pedestrian/bike intersection at 22nd Ave. NE and University, a very dangerous 
intersection to cross for a walker, biker, motorcyclist or driver.   
 
We also need to push for additional bicycle infrastructure, specifically completing the 
Great Northern Greenway. That means a pedestrian/bike bridge over the Mississippi 
River at the BNSF Bridge at 16th Ave. and Marshall and a connection to the 18th Ave. NE 
bike trail from Washington to Monroe, which may need a bridge or tunnel to bypass the 
rail tracks, and that could require some state funding.  
 
We also need to continue to push for rapid bus transit locations in our District as well as 
a light rail stop/Northstar stop at Broadway and Central (underneath that elevated 



intersection). I’m open to pushing for funding for a modern “street-car” along Central 
Ave. NE, another State Highway (65).   I’ll be an advocate for these local transportation 
priorities!  
 
Regionally, I support going the way of Kansas City by making all public transit free to the 
public. It costs the city of Kansas City roughly $8 million/year, but the Twin Cities region 
is larger, and Metro Transit serves over 250,000 people per day, so I’m not sure of the 
cost, therefore would first support a feasibility study of Fare-Free Transit.  Metro Transit 
currently receives the majority of its funding from the State Motor Vehicle Sales Tax, the 
State General Fund, fares and federal revenues, so again, we’d need to take a look at 
what it costs to subtract the fares and find ways of increasing revenue through the other 
sources of funding.  
 
In general, I will work to establish the public policy and funding mechanisms that support 
more compact, mixed-use forms of development, that provide a broad set of choices for 
where we live and how we get around (for the disabled, elderly, young, etc), and will 
work to provide all residents access to the region’s environmental, social, and economic 
opportunities! 
 

2) What is your position on light rail transit? How would you promote light rail transit expansion if 
you feel it’s needed? 
 

I love it! To promote it I would strap myself to the front of a light rail from DT Mpls to the 
State Capitol while live streaming it with a GoPro.  That’s a light rail joke to lighten up his 
extensive questionnaire!  But now that I think of it, taking the light rail on my way to do 
the People’s business and producing videos to promote it is an excellent idea.  I would 
do that!  
 

Affordable Housing 
1) What is your position on affordable housing and what are you plans/priorities for dealing with 
it? What is the first strategy you would use to deal with the affordable housing crisis and the 
homeless? 
 

Housing is more than four walls and a roof; it’s part of a neighborhood and community, 
providing opportunities for positive social interaction and safety from crime.  I view 
housing as a fundamental human right and support: 
 

A big increase in funding: $300 million in bonding for Housing Infrastructure 
Bonds (HIB) and General Obligation (GO) Bonds to support the production of 
affordable homes in communities statewide, which boost local economies with 
jobs and economic development.   
 
$50 million annually in tax credits to create a dollar for dollar tax credit for 
contributions to a fund that provides resources for locally directed affordable 
housing projects. 

 
$39 million for the MN Housing Finance Agency to produce more homes for 
workers, to match local community resources, to assist families in attaining 
homeownership, and to prevent homelessness. 
 
$38 million for the Dept of Human Services to provide emergency shelter, 



supportive services and programs for homeless families, and for housing that 
supports Minnesotans with severe mental illness. 
 
Renters’ Rights – I support current legislation that expands renters’ rights and 
tenant protections such as Pay or Quit Eviction Protection (HF 1972) that require 
landlords to provide a notice in advance of filing an eviction for nonpayment of 
rent, as well as Tenant Protections (HF 1511) which grants protections to 
mitigate homelessness and housing instability and includes provisions such as 
Reducing Impact of Evictions, Ban the Box on Housing Applications and Section 
8 Non-discrimination. I will work to support all renter’s rights legislation! 
 
Repealing the State Prohibition on Rent Control - MN Statue 477.9996 
prohibits local governments from enacting their own forms of rental control.  
While the law does give an exception to rent controls enacted by a general 
election (as in a charter amendment), we should allow local governments to 
determine if rent controls are necessary. They might just be! 
 

2) What is your position on home ownership and what value do you think it may have in the 
community? 

 
As a realtor for the last 9 years in my community, I’ve not only seen a big shift in the 
market, I’ve also helped many of my neighbors navigate that shift and plant their flags in 
our neighborhoods by buying a house - before getting priced out of their own 
neighborhood!  I help people in my own community put another rung on their ladder of 
upward economic mobility.  I clearly believe in homeownership and have lived it through 
my career efforts! 
 
However, the goal must be sustainable homeownership, which, beyond the factors of 
shelter and investment, generates pride of ownership, commitment to community and 
contributes to the vitality of our neighborhoods.  Therefore, state policies must remove, 
not add, barriers to homeownership and I will always support the Mortgage Interest 
Deduction and Property Tax Deduction (as well as strong consumer and environmental 
protections in transactions).  I also support the development of affordable 
homeownership opportunities through land trusts. 
 

Agriculture and Food 
1) What is your position on Ag and food production where they intersect with corporate farms, 
family farms, environmental concerns and food safety? 

 
I worked part-time for Eastside Food Co-op and was an early supporter even before the 
storefront was built, and I was a volunteer for years with Sister’s Camelot, a non-profit 
organic mobile food shelf serving people in Minneapolis, so I’m a big believer in 
sustainable agriculture, family farming, organic farming, agricultural animal welfare, and 
low impact water and land use. I will support all policies that support the above-
mentioned. 
 

2) What is your position on the University of Minnesota’s Forever Green Program and how 
would you support family farmers? 

 
In the late 90’s into early 2000’s, I was a canvasser for Clean Water Action.  I learned so 
much about the importance of our water quality, sustainable farming practices and 



fighting for clean, renewable energy. I know I would not have the political convictions 
that I have today if it was not for the wonderful people working there and those in 
leadership at the time. So, yes, in my core I support the Minnesota Water Act and the 
subsequent Forever Green full funding request through the state’s General Fund ($7.5 
million) and Clean Water Fund ($2.5 million).  How cool is it that we can grow some 
green crops in the winter so we can improve our water and soil quality?!?  
 

Government Accountability 
1) What is your position on the establishment of a nonpartisan independent redistricting 
commission. 
 

It’s long past time to stop partisan politicians from choosing their voters rather than 
voters choosing their politicians.  I’m in full support of the establishment of the 
Redistricting Advisory Commission with 12 members of the public and 5 retired judges.   
 
I will sign onto and advocate for HF 1605 and even would like to amend Subdivision 4: 
(Data Used) to include considering computational redistricting data (researchers have 
devised algorithms to combat gerrymandering and help draw fair boundaries). 
 

2). What is your position on comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation including full 
disclosure of all contributions and expenditures? 
 

I completely 100% support comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation including 
full disclosure of all contributions and expenditures.  I also support current legislation (HF 
1603) includes roughly two-dozen terrific election-related measures that would impact 
the way Minnesotans register to vote, cast absentee ballots, and would add the state to 
a growing group of states attempting to move toward awarding Electoral College votes 
based on the outcome of the national popular vote. 
 

Media and Internet 
1) What is your position on Net Neutrality? What is your position on Border-to-Border 
broadband? 
 

I fully support increasing funding MN DEED's Border-to-Border Broadband Development 
Grant Program, which funds the expansion of broadband service (which can provide 
grants of up to 50% to cover a project’s infrastructure costs to areas of Minnesota that 
are unserved or underserved). 
 
I’ve supported Net Neutrality since I was dialing up on AOL.  Let’s keep the information 
superhighway free, fair and accessible to everyone!  
 
I’d like to add that we should be supporting laws that prohibit the monopolization and 
privatization of municipal Wi-Fi systems. I wrote a cover story and 3000+ word essay on 
this in the Pulse of the Twin Cities in 2005 when the City of Minneapolis practically gave 
away the rights to our municipal Wi-Fi system to a private firm (albeit a local one).  
Municipal Wi-Fi is a public utility, runs along public infrastructure (the cables run along 
our sewer lines), and is used by our first-responders and other City employees, so it 
should remain in the public’s hands! Plus, municipal owned and operated Wi-Fi actually 
pays for itself as the people can subscribe it its service! 
 



Labor and Employment 
1) What is your position on a state-wide minimum wage? What related policies would you favor? 
 

I fully support a $15/hr state-wide minimum wage phased in over a relatively short period 
of time no longer than 5 years, with no “tip credit”, and tied to adjust with inflation so 
politicians never have to kick this political football down the road again.  
 

2) What is your position on the Wage Theft Act? 
 

I totally support it, but the Minnesota Wage Theft Prevention Act law already passed the 
Legislature and was signed into law last Legislative Session! 
 

3) What is your position on a statewide earned sick and safe time benefit package? How is that 
paid for? 
 

I completely support and will sign onto HF 11, the Earned Sick and Safe Time legislation 
at the Capitol, which require that employees accrue a minimum of 1 hour of paid sick 
and safe leave for every 30 hours worked, up to a maximum of 48 hours per year. Why?  
Because it helps people have an affordable life, especially in our District where no 
amount of affordable housing units can keep up with the increasing housing demand and 
increasing costs and is a part of what I call Livability legislation that I will fight for.  It 
costs the state nothing, other than enforcement and for state employees.  
 

4) What is your position on a paid family leave social insurance program? How would that work? 
 

I completely support and will sign onto HF 5, the Paid Family and Medical Leave Benefit 
Insurance Program, which would create a state-administered paid family and medical 
leave insurance program that would require Minnesota employers to provide employees 
with up to 12 weeks of paid leave benefits for qualifying family care and up to 12 more 
weeks for qualifying medical reasons per year.  Same reasons as stated above. 
 

5) What is your position on legislation or a constitutional amendment that preempts or interferes 
with local governments’ authority to establish minimum wage, benefits, working conditions, 
terms of employment, or attendance/leave policies that exceed state or federal or state law? 
 

I completely oppose any efforts of preemption. For all the fuss Republicans make about 
local government control, when it comes to it in practice, it’s clear they favor corporate 
profits over people and local control!  
 
 

Please submit your completed Questionnaire electronically to Ron P. Wacks at: 
rpwacks@earthlink.net by the deadline of January 6, 2020—11:59PM 


