
Minnesota Senate District 60 DFL 2020 MN 60A Special Election Candidate 
Questionnaire Distributed December 29, 2019 • Due January 6, 2020—11:59PM  

CANDIDATE NAME: Amal Ibrahim 

CANDIDATE ADDRESS: 2021 E Hennepin Ave #193, Minneapolis MN, 55413 

CANDIDATE E-MAIL: Amalformn@gmail.com 

CANDIDATE PHONE(S): 612-217-0729 

CAMPAIGN CONTACT PERSON: Amal Ibrahim 

CAMPAIGN CONTACT E-MAIL: amalformn@gmail.com 

CAMPAIGN CONTACT PHONE: 612-217-0729  

The following is an informational Questionnaire for completion by all DFL candidates actively campaigning 
for the MN Senate District 60A DFL Special Primary Election. Candidates: please respond to each 
question as completely as possible. Please cut and paste each question separately above each response 
so that each question and response corresponds to one another. Please type your name and contact 
information at the top of page one—so it’s clearly readable. Please submit your completed 
Questionnaire electronically to Ron P. Wacks at: rpwacks@earthlink.net by the deadline of 
January 6, 2020—11:59PM  

The SD 60 DFL will post the full text of questions and candidate responses (verbatim) of each Candidate 
Questionnaire online for public review prior to the January 11, 2020 Candidate Forum in part to give the 
public a sense of what questions candidates will already be addressing to help them narrow the questions 
they may wish to ask at the Forum. Please be as thorough with your responses as you wish also 
remembering that those who read your responses are looking for concise, clear information. Thank you for 
your cooperation in a full effort to educate, inform and empower Senate District 60 voters. Please limit 
each response to 200 words or less. 
*************************************************************************************************************************
* Your Candidacy Explain why you are seeking the office of Minnesota State House of 
Representatives. What will you bring to your constituents? What experiences, expertise and skill sets do 
you have that make you best suited to hold this position? What specific expertise will you bring to the State 
House that is unique or rare to the body?  
 
I’m a longtime progressive organizer who came to the U.S. as a refugee from Somalia in 1999, 
moving to Northeast Minneapolis in 2012 where I fell in love with our vibrant community. I have 
worked as a Professional interpreter  and Community Activist for over 10 years in both the private and 
public sectors, including the U.S. Federal Court. 
 



My activism began in college where I helped organize students to pass the DREAM Act and lower in-
state tuition in California. I have worked on numerous local progressive electoral campaigns and as a 
field manager for Grassroots Democrats HQ, which defends and flips swing districts across the 
country. 
 
My passion for bold progressive policies like universal healthcare, rent control, free college tuition and 
debt forgiveness comes from my direct experience serving immigrant and underresourced 
communities as they navigate our complex systems of government. From a young age I was an 
advocate and translator for my parents and neighbors, giving me the toolset to not only bridge cultural 
divides but to act as a natural advocate for those in need. 
 
With only 10% of our legislature being comprised of people of color, my perspective as an immigrant 
woman of color is a unique one that I believe will serve our Legislature well. 

Legislative Priorities 

1) Which three committee assignments would you request? Why would you request these three?  

Health and Human Services Policy, Housing Finance and Policy Division, and Environment and Natural 
Resources Policy.  

I would be excited to serve on the Health and Human Services Policy committee because in my ten years 
experience as a professional interpreter I have seen so many working class and immigrant families 
struggle to navigate our social services. I believe our social services are chronically underfunded and 
inaccessible to many people who most need them. I would work to ensure they’re fully funded and that we 
streamline the process to make them as accessible as possible for the most people. 

I would like to serve on the Housing Finance and Policy Division because I believe our state’s housing 
crisis affects all areas of our resident’s lives and ability to succeed. Knocking on doors throughout our 
district I hear time and time again that people are concerned about not being able to afford their housing 
as rents skyrocket. I support rent control and fully funding affordable housing to respond to the housing 
crisis facing our district, and the nation. I believe in using every tool available to ensure housing is a 
human right for all including inclusionary zoning laws that would increase access to affordable units. 

I would like to serve on the Environment and Natural Resources Policy committee because Climate 
Change is an existential threat to all life on our planet and Minnesota needs to lead the way forward with 
urgent action to transition from a fossil fuel driven economy to a clean energy one. That’s why I support a 
Green New Deal for Minnesota that would create thousands of green jobs and reduce our carbon 
emissions to zero by as soon as possible. Many residents in Northeast are also concerned about 
protecting our rivers and lakes and are suffering from industrial polluters at the Northern Metals and 
Shoreham Yards sites, and I will fight to hold them accountable. 

Taxes and Budget  

1) If you had revenues of $100 (to symbolize the state’s budget revenues) how would you allocate 
those revenues according to your priorities and your understanding of the budget and public 



priorities (so those priorities add up to $100)?  

Our state needs to drastically increase revenue by taxing the wealthiest 1% and decreasing corporate tax 
breaks. This would allow us to ensure housing, education, and healthcare are human rights. 

Health Care: $20  
Education: $20 
Housing: $20 
Transportation: $12  
Pensions: $10 
Welfare: $7 
Interest: $1 
Protection: $3  
Other: $4 
General Government: $3 

2) What is your position on income tax policy? How does your tax position relate to sales tax, 
property tax, user fees and other surcharges? If you had to raise revenues how would you do that?  

I believe we should avoid raising taxes on middle and working class families as it relates to sales tax, 
property tax, user fees and other surcharges. We should instead drastically raise taxes on the richest 1% 
in our state to increase revenue so that every Minnesotan has what they need to thrive as we work to 
close our worst in the country racial equity gaps. 

 
Education  
 
1) What are your priorities for early education, special education, K-12 education and higher 
education? How would you fund them?  
 
We must fully fund public schools including early education and special education while prioritizing 
wraparound services for students with a focus on eliminating disparities. Higher education should be free 
for everyone. We will fund our children’s future by raising taxes on the richest 1% 

2) What are your views on investing in early childhood education? How would you pay for those? 
How would you prioritize this with other educational spending?  
 
Early childhood education is critical to our children’s success and closing Minnesota’s racial equity gaps in 
education. We must fully fund early education by raising taxes on the richest 1% 

3) The costs of higher education continue to escalate while the resources available to most MN 
students and families decrease. How do you plan to address the rising cost of higher education 
with continuing decreases in financial resources in a stressed economy?  
 
Higher education should be free for everyone for Minnesota’s colleges. We will fund this without 
decreasing financial resources by by raising taxes on the richest 1%. 



Social Justice and Equity  

1) How would you address racial profiling and implicit bias by law enforcement?  

Minnesota must institute civilian oversight over police with full disciplinary powers, greater de-escalation 
training, body cameras that turn on automatically, and invest in mental and public health programs instead 
of a highly militarized police department.  

I support MN Attorney General Keith Ellison’s taskforce to examine the use of deadly force among officers 
and believe we need to improve and expand mandatory implicit bias and deescalation training. We must 
develop 21st century solutions that provide real safety and security to our communities. 

2) What changes (if any) would you propose to improve voter participation, and election fairness, 
efficiency and accuracy? When should former felons who have served their time be granted the 
right to vote?  

I support automatic voter registration for all Minnesotans, restoring felon voting rights, and voting rights for 
incarcerated Minnesotans. Being convicted of a crime should not limit your voice in our democracy. 

3) How would you increase employment and wages for people with disabilities in Minnesota?  

We need stronger protections against discrimination for people with disabilites in the workplace, along with 
increased opportunities for training programs and a $15 minimum wage for all. 

Health Care  

1) Given that many Minnesotans are uninsured or underinsured in health care coverage, cannot 
receive coverage for specific health conditions, and/or cannot afford the proper medications, how 
would you increase the number of Minnesotans covered and the quality of their coverage? What 
else would you do to improve the current health insurance climate? How would you pay for that?  

Minnesota needs Universal Healthcare for all residents, funded by an increase in taxes on the richest 1%. 
For too long our for profit healthcare system has prioritized the profits of private insurers over the health 
and livelihoods of Minnesotans. As an Professional interpreter, I have seen firsthand how complicated and 
inequitable our current system can be and the impact it has had on many struggling families. With 250,000 
people without healthcare coverage across our state, it’s time we make healthcare a human right for all. 

This system would cost less than our current for-profit system, so the question we need to answer is, how 
can we afford to pay so much for a broken system? 

2) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, young children 
and others at risk? How would you pay for that?  

A Universal Healthcare program would guarantee full coverage for all, at less cost, ensuring that access to 
healthcare is a human right for all rather than a profit driven industry. This program would cover dental 
care, which is not covered for seniors, hearing aids and eyeglasses. 



3) What would you do to address the critical problem of access to health care for the self-
employed? 

A Universal Healthcare program would guarantee full coverage for all regardless of employment.  

4) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, young children 
and others at risk? How would you pay for that? How would you provide affordable, accessible 
emergency insulin?  

A Universal Healthcare program would guarantee full coverage for all, making life saving drugs like insulin 
accessible and affordable, instead of a way for healthcare CEO’s to increase their profits.  

5) What is your position on legislation that enacts the Minnesota Health Plan at the state level? 
What is your position on universal health care for all?  

I support John Marty’s Minnesota Health Care Plan which would provide Universal Health Care for all. 

Economy/Jobs/Small Business  

1) What are the largest hurdles to the greater success of small and microbusiness in Minnesota? 
How would you lower those hurdles and minimize the barriers to their economic improvement?  

Small businesses are being pushed out of the market by large corporate monopolies who often pay $0 in 
taxes like amazon. We must lower barriers to creating and maintaining small businesses, while creating 
incentives and grants for underresourced communities to become business owners.  

2) How would you support job creation in Minnesota?  

A Green New Deal for MN would create thousands of sustainable jobs and opportunities for training that 
would speed our transition to a clean energy economy. We should invest in workforce development with a 
focus on youth employment and communities of color. We should lower barriers for small business owners 
and hold large corporations accountable for evading taxes while reducing the public subsidies they 
receive.  

3) What is Minnesota’s role in the global economy? What would you propose to support your 
position and serve the best interests of the Minnesota economy and Minnesotans?  

Minnesota should be a global leader in what a just and sustainable economy that puts the needs of 
workers over the profits of large corporations. Our economy works best when it works for everyone. In the 
words of the late Senator Paul Wellstone, we all do better when we all do better. 

4) What is your position on policies that help recruit & maintain teachers of color? How would you 
do that?  

It is imperative that we do a better job of recruiting and maintaining teachers of color in our public schools. 
Studies show that students of color have improved outcomes in learning when their are teachers who look 
like them in the classroom, and this is an important place to start as we work to close our racial equity 



gaps in education. We must invest in training and retention programs to address the lack of diversity 
among our current workforce of teachers.  

Public Safety and Crime Prevention  

1) What is your position on the availability of guns and particularly handguns? What is your 
position on the use of background checks prior to the purchase of firearms? Do you support 
periodic checks of current license holders?  

I support common sense gun control legislation including background checks, periodic checks of current 
license holders and the banning of the AK-47 and other military style weapons that have been used in the 
horrific mass shootings that have become all too common across our nation. 

2) What types of legislation would you propose to aid in the prevention of crime? What specific 
legislation would you propose to reduce or prevent crime?  

I believe the best way to prevent crime is to ensure housing, healthcare, and education are a human right 
for all so that less people are driven to crime out of desperation and untreated mental illness. We can 
reduce crime by enacting full legalization of Marijuana to decriminalize non violent offenses so law 
enforcement can focus on reducing violent crimes. 

3) What is your position regarding Second Chance programs and opportunities for ex-offenders to 
re-enter the community while balancing those initiatives with public safety and media influences?  
 
I believe that we must transform our criminal justice system from a punitive one to one that focuses on 
restorative justice and rehabilitation. I believe this will lead to positive outcomes and less crimes leaving all 
stakeholders with a safer and more just Minnesota. 
 
Environmental Safety/Energy Policy  
 
1) How would you balance the interests of citizens and the environmental community with the 
interests of industry, finance and the business community?  
 
We don’t have to choose between protecting our lakes, rivers and natural lands making sure there are 
good jobs across Minnesota, we can and we must do both. There is incredible economic opportunity in the 
clean energy industry and the sooner we transition away from dangerous fossil fuels the sooner we can 
benefit from this industry while doing more to combat the existential threat posed by climate change. 
That’s why I support a Green New Deal for Minnesota. 

2) What is your position on energy, the use of alternative and renewable energy sources, and 
Minnesota’s role in this arena? What key resources does Minnesota have to make good progress?  

Minnesota can and should lead the Nation on the transition to a clean energy economy. We have an 
abundance of opportunity to produce energy from our solar, wind, hydro and geothermal natural 
resources. 



3) What policies or programs would you support in the areas of state building code compliance 
with clean energy technology, improved energy efficiency and increased noise protection?  

We should incentivize making immediate improvements and renovations to our public buildings using 
clean energy technology, improved energy efficiency and increased noise protection through grants and 
tax breaks. 

Transportation  

1) What are your Minnesota transportation priorities as they relate to business, freight, travelers, 
and public transit including commuters, seniors, people with disabilities, young people, and 
visitors?  

For too long Minnesota’s transportation systems have been underfunded, leaving low income 
Minnesotans, seniors, young people, and people with disabilities with unreliable and inefficient 
transportation options. I will advocate for a free public transit system that both increases access and 
prioritizes sustainable alternatives to a fossil fuel driven system such as bike paths and rapid transit. 

2) What is your position on light rail transit? How would you promote light rail transit expansion if 
you feel it’s needed?  

I support the creation and expansion of light rail transit systems and will advocate for increased funding in 
our State Budget. 

Affordable Housing  

1) What is your position on affordable housing and what are you plans/priorities for dealing with 
it? What is the first strategy you would use to deal with the affordable housing crisis and the 
homeless?  

Safe and affordable housing is a human right that we must provide every Minnesotan. That means fully 
funding public housing, passing rent control, a tenants bill of rights, and ensuring we protect senior and 
student housing. We need to increase funding for shelters and transitional housing to address our 
homelessness crisis. To accomplish this we must work collaboratively across federal, state, county and 
municipal government. 

The first strategy I would use to deal with the affordable housing crisis would be a massive investment in 
the creation of new public housing across the state. 

2) What is your position on home ownership and what value do you think it may have in the 
community?  

Home ownership is an important opportunity for families to secure stable housing, as well as develop 
generational wealth. We have some of the worst in the country racial equity gaps when it comes to home 
ownership and I would advocate increased opportunities and support for people of color and first time 
home buyers to become homeowners as your next state representative. 



Agriculture and Food  

1) What is your position on Ag and food production where they intersect with corporate farms, 
family farms, environmental concerns and food safety?  

We must reduce the environmental impact of agriculture while increasing food production, and supporting 
family farms. With nearly half of the State’s land covered by farmland, we must be responsible stewards of 
our 27 million acres of crops. We must protect our water, land and biodiversity, while maximizing 
production with innovative sustainables strategies. 

2) What is your position on the University of Minnesota’s Forever Green Program and how would 
you support family farmers?  

I support the U of M’s Forever Green Program and fully funding it at the state legislature. We must protect 
family farmers by insuring corporate farms are not pushing them out of the market  

Government Accountability  

1) What is your position on the establishment of a nonpartisan independent redistricting 
commission.  

I believe this is critical to protecting our democracy and fighting back against republican gerrymandering 
efforts. 

2). What is your position on comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation including full 
disclosure of all contributions and expenditures?  

I believe we need to get money out of politics, have public funding of elections, and fully disclose all 
contributions and expenses. We cannot allow big monied interest to control and corrupt our democracy. 

Media and Internet  

1) What is your position on Net Neutrality? What is your position on Border-to-Border broadband?  

Minnesota must protect net neutrality and develop a high speed public broadband system that provides 
high speed internet access to everyone in the state. 

Labor and Employment  

1) What is your position on a state-wide minimum wage? What related policies would you favor?  

I support passing a $15 minimum wage with no tip credit and a union for all Minnesotans. 

2) What is your position on the Wage Theft Act?  

I support Minnesota’s Wage Theft Act and believe we should expand it to include the Express Private 
Right of Action and Availability of Liquidated Damages and Attorneys’ Fees that exists in New Jersey’s 



version of the law. 

3) What is your position on a statewide earned sick and safe time benefit package? How is that 
paid for?  

I support expanding Minneapolis and Saint Paul’s earned sick and safe time benefit package to the rest of 
the state. This will be paid for by raising taxes on the richest 1% and through fines of employers who do 
not comply. 

4) What is your position on a paid family leave social insurance program? How would that work?  

12 weeks of paid family leave should be a right for all families statewide. I support the MN House’s 2019 
proposal to do so with a .06% income tax. 

5) What is your position on legislation or a constitutional amendment that preempts or interferes 
with local governments’ authority to establish minimum wage, benefits, working conditions, terms 
of employment, or attendance/leave policies that exceed state or federal or state law?  

We must repeal the State’s preemption laws on wages, benefits, working conditions, residency requirements 
and civilian oversight for law enforcement, and rent control. Local communities should be allowed to make 
decisions about the policies that best serve their interests. 

Please submit your completed Questionnaire electronically to Ron P. Wacks at: 
rpwacks@earthlink.net by the deadline of January 6, 2020—11:59PM  


