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CANDIDATE NAME  ASWAR RAHMAN 

CANDIDATE ADDRESS 1411 MONROE ST NE #2 MINNEAPOLIS MINNESOTA 55413 

CANDIDATE E-MAIL MAIL@ASWAR.US 

CANDIDATE PHONE(S) 612 229 4533 

CAMPAIGN CONTACT PERSON ASWAR RAHMAN 

CAMPAIGN CONTACT E-MAIL MAIL@ASWAR.US 

CAMPAIGN CONTACT PHONE 612 229 4533 

The following is an informational Questionnaire for completion by all DFL candidates actively campaigning for 
the MN Senate District 60A DFL Special Primary Election. Candidates: please respond to each question as 
completely as possible. Please cut and paste each question separately above each response so that each 
question and response corresponds to one another. Please type your name and contact information at the 
top of page one—so it’s clearly readable. Please submit your completed Questionnaire electronically to 
Ron P. Wacks at: rpwacks@earthlink.net by the deadline of January 6, 2020—11:59PM  

The SD 60 DFL will post the full text of questions and candidate responses (verbatim) of each Candidate 
Questionnaire online for public review prior to the January 11, 2020 Candidate Forum in part to give the public 
a sense of what questions candidates will already be addressing to help them narrow the questions they may 
wish to ask at the Forum. Please be as thorough with your responses as you wish also remembering that 
those who read your responses are looking for concise, clear information. Thank you for your cooperation in a 
full effort to educate, inform and empower Senate District 60 voters. Please limit each response to 200 
words or less. 
************************************************************************************************************************** 
Your Candidacy Explain why you are seeking the office of Minnesota State House of Representatives. 
What will you bring to your constituents? What experiences, expertise and skill sets do you have that make 
you best suited to hold this position? What specific expertise will you bring to the State House that is unique 
or rare to the body?  

— I’m running to represent Northeast in the Minnesota State House so I can ensure that no family loses their 
home or their livelihood like my family did when I was young. I will bring dedication, persistence and boldness 
for my constituents, and the willingness to listen and learn. My background in working for Congressman Dean 



Phillips, Senator Amy Klobuchar, and the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system has allowed me 
to learn the inner workings of our government, and see how things get done. My personal background, and 
my thorough and practiced knowledge of the digital world will make me a rare addition to the legislature. 

Legislative Priorities 1) Which three committee assignments would you request? Why would 
you request these three?  

Higher Education Finance & Policy Division — To make best use of my experience as a Director 
of the Minneapolis College Foundation, and to help address the workforce shortage in the metro, 
to the benefit of our recent graduates from Edison. 

Property and Local Tax Division — To carry on the work of Rep. Loeffler and to hold the line on 
property taxes to ensure that the cost of owning one’s home is feasible, especially for the people 
of Northeast. 

Health and Human Services Policy — To help lead reform and accountability of the HHS 
department. 

Taxes and Budget 1) If you had revenues of $100 (to symbolize the state’s budget revenues) how 
would you allocate those revenues according to your priorities and your understanding of the budget and 
public priorities (so those priorities add up to $100)?  

$35 for healthcare, $15 for pensions, $25 for education, $6 for transportation, $5 for welfare, and the 
remainder for all other categories. Compared to current, budget I would call for slightly higher investments 
in education by transitioning funds from welfare. 

2) What is your position on income tax policy? How does your tax position relate to sales tax, property tax, 
user fees and other surcharges? If you had to raise revenues how would you do that?  

I think income tax should be held as is, with provisions to hold anyone trying to offshore income 
accountable. When it comes to property tax, I am determined to hold the rate as-is for Northeast 
homeowners and renters. Additional revenues should come from closing loopholes used by some of our 
state’s largest companies to avoid state taxes, just as they avoid federal taxes. 

 
Education 1) What are your priorities for early education, special education, K-12 education and higher 
education? How would you fund them?  
 
Greater data-driven investments to strengthen the full educational system. 

2) What are your views on investing in early childhood education? How would you pay for those? How 
would you prioritize this with other educational spending?  

ECE should be fully funded — we must hold the companies avoiding taxes (federal and state) to 



account and make this a use of their tax payment. 

3) The costs of higher education continue to escalate while the resources available to most MN students 
and families decrease. How do you plan to address the rising cost of higher education with continuing 
decreases in financial resources in a stressed economy?  

By supporting our Minnesota State institutions and their students, so that 2-year colleges and technical 
degrees are more accessible to Minnesota students. 

Social Justice and Equity 1) How would you address racial profiling and implicit bias by law 
enforcement?  

By supporting legislation that strengthening civilian accountability of police departments. 

2) What changes (if any) would you propose to improve voter participation, and election fairness, efficiency 
and accuracy? When should former felons who have served their time be granted the right to vote?  

I believe in automatic registration at 18 years old for all Minnesotans. For felon’s rights to vote: yes, I am in 
full support of it. 

3) How would you increase employment and wages for people with disabilities in Minnesota?  

By strengthening wage protections across the board, and enforcing anti-discrimination laws. 

Health Care 1) Given that many Minnesotans are uninsured or underinsured in health care coverage, 
cannot receive coverage for specific health conditions, and/or cannot afford the proper medications, how 
would you increase the number of Minnesotans covered and the quality of their coverage? What else would 
you do to improve the current health insurance climate? How would you pay for that?  

Ensuring full funding of state healthcare programs, innovating ways to strengthen the ACA marketplace in 
our state, and working to lower the cost of prescription drugs. 

2) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, young children and others at 
risk? How would you pay for that?  

By ensuring that the laws and budgets made in the legislature are based on common sense and common 
decency, and that all parts of Minnesota are paying their fair share. 

3) What would you do to address the critical problem of access to health care for the self-employed?  

By ensuring that the laws and budgets made in the legislature are based on common sense and common 
decency, and that all parts of Minnesota are paying their fair share. 

4) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, young children and others at 
risk? How would you pay for that? How would you provide affordable, accessible emergency insulin? 



Repeat question. Regarding insulin: support a pilot program to import biosimilar medicine from Canada. 

5) What is your position on legislation that enacts the Minnesota Health Plan at the state level? What is your 
position on universal health care for all?  

Yes to universal healthcare. Need to learn the specifics of the MN Health Plan. 

Economy/Jobs/Small Business 1) What are the largest hurdles to the greater success of small 
and microbusiness in Minnesota? How would you lower those hurdles and minimize the barriers to their 
economic improvement?  

The hurdles are as diverse as the myriad businesses in Minnesota. In general: less red tape, more 
support for growth, proportional sharing of the tax burden and making sure the largest companies start 
paying their fair share. 

2) How would you support job creation in Minnesota?  

By empowering MinnState to train high-skilled workers and fill the massive employment gap in the 
state and the metro. 

3) What is Minnesota’s role in the global economy? What would you propose to support your position and 
serve the best interests of the Minnesota economy and Minnesotan’s?  

Minnesota is an economic powerhouse. Smart legislation and budgeting will help us stay that way. 

4) What is your position on policies that help recruit & maintain teachers of color? How would you do that?  

Incentive programs that match that of other states. 

Public Safety and Crime Prevention 1) What is your position on the availability of guns and 
particularly handguns? What is your position on the use of background checks prior to the purchase of 
firearms? Do you support periodic checks of current license holders?  

I believe in universal background checks and red flag laws. 

2) What types of legislation would you propose to aid in the prevention of crime? What specific legislation 
would you propose to reduce or prevent crime?  

Crime is more often than not the product of despair and lack of opportunity. Investing boldly in job creation 
programs is what I will focus on. 

3) What is your position regarding Second Chance programs and opportunities for ex-offenders to re-enter 
the community while balancing those initiatives with public safety and media influences?  



All programs for reintegration into the community must be addressed on a case-by-case basis, and in the 
spirit of rehabilitation and accountability. 

 
Environmental Safety/Energy Policy 1) How would you balance the interests of citizens and the 
environmental community with the interests of industry, finance and the business community?  
 
These two aren’t mutually exclusive. Sound policy and planning takes into account the effect of all projects 
on the whole of the state, and that’s how I will measure the impact of decisions made in the legislature. 

2) What is your position on energy, the use of alternative and renewable energy sources, and Minnesota’s 
role in this arena? What key resources does Minnesota have to make good progress?  

A move to a 100% renewable energy grid is necessary and good for our economy. We have a highly skilled 
and adaptable workforce, so we should become a national leader on this as a state. 

3) What policies or programs would you support in the areas of state building code compliance with clean 
energy technology, improved energy efficiency and increased noise protection?  

To the extent possible, all new developments, whether undertaken by the state or by commercial entities, 
should be built to the most modern best-practices in green construction. 
 

Transportation 1) What are your Minnesota transportation priorities as they relate to business, freight, 
travelers, and public transit including commuters, seniors, people with disabilities, young people, and 
visitors?  

Streets should be safe for all commuters and our laws and budgets should reflect that. 

2) What is your position on light rail transit? How would you promote light rail transit expansion if you feel it’s 
needed?  

I think a well-planned route through Northeast’s commercial or industrial corridors can benefit our Northeast. 
 

Affordable Housing 1) What is your position on affordable housing and what are you plans/priorities for 
dealing with it? What is the first strategy you would use to deal with the affordable housing crisis and the 
homeless?  

Housing is affordable when people are priced out of their homes and apartments by strong-arm 
gentrification tactics and Irresponsible spikes in property tax. 

2) What is your position on home ownership and what value do you think it may have in the community?  



I envision a Northeast where homeowners are the majority, and the housing is available for new buyers. I 
think it is one of the best ways to ensure investment in the community.  

Agriculture and Food 1) What is your position on Ag and food production where they intersect with 
corporate farms, family farms, environmental concerns and food safety?  

That the laws regarding this are strong, enforced, and based on data and common sense. 

2) What is your position on the University of Minnesota’s Forever Green Program and how would you 
support family farmers?  

I do not have a position on the University’s program and would like more information. I do not know 
any current family farmers, and would like to hear their needs and learn from them. 

Government Accountability 1) What is your position on the establishment of a nonpartisan 
independent redistricting commission.  

2). What is your position on comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation including full disclosure of 
all contributions and expenditures?  

Media and Internet 1) What is your position on Net Neutrality? What is your position on 
Border-to-Border broadband?  

Labor and Employment 1) What is your position on a state-wide minimum wage? What 
related policies would you favor?  

2) What is your position on the Wage Theft Act?  

3) What is your position on a statewide earned sick and safe time benefit package? How is that paid for?  

I do not have a position on this and would like to learn more. 

4) What is your position on a paid family leave social insurance program? How would that work?  

I do not have a position on this and would like to learn more. 

5) What is your position on legislation or a constitutional amendment that preempts or interferes with local                 
governments’ authority to establish minimum wage, benefits, working conditions, terms of employment, or             
attendance/leave policies that exceed state or federal or state law?  

I believe in uniform labor standards that protect workers’ rights and ensure that implementing organizations               
have the resources and provisions to provide for them. Local governments should be allowed to take the                 
initiative, and the state should be responsible for standardizing and helping ensure implementation.  



Please submit your completed Questionnaire electronically to Ron P. Wacks at: 
rpwacks@earthlink.net by the deadline of January 6, 2020—11:59PM  


