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Your Candidacy 

Explain why you are seeking the office of Minnesota State House of 
Representatives. What will you bring to your constituents? What experiences, 
expertise and skill sets do you have that make you best suited to hold this 
position? What specific expertise will you bring to the State House that is unique 
or rare to the body? 

 As an attorney representing tribal nations, I have written new laws, found 
holes in existing laws, and crafted intergovernmental agreements. Before I 
was a lawyer, I was a server in a $2.13/hr state, and I sometimes paid 
more to get to work than I made during my shift. In my life, I’ve known what 
it’s like to pay rent with a credit card, to balance parenting responsibilities, 
to live with a chronic illness, and to start my own business. I will legislate 
where each of these experiences meet: a place of fierce determination to 
find solutions that work—for every stakeholder—and will be an effective 
advocate for progressive values and for people-focused solutions on Day 
One. 

When my clients need help, I jump in, learn, listen, and problem solve in a 
way that respects their histories and futures. I do that by asking about their 
goals and their values so that I can craft a solution that works because it 
honors both. As a legislator, I will bring my lived and professional 
experience to my work for all our neighbors and neighborhoods so that we 
can build shared solutions for our district and all of Minnesota. 



Legislative Priorities 

1)    Which three committee assignments would you request? Why would you 
request these three? 

1.     Health and Human Services Policy - I will steward and grow 
Representative Loeffler’s legislative legacy and advocate for a 
patient-centered healthcare system that prioritizes people over profits.  

2.     Public Safety and Criminal Justice Reform Finance and Policy 
Division - I will seek criminal justice reforms to dismantle the current 
systems that disproportionately harm people of color.  

3.     Transportation Finance and Policy Division – I will ensure that our 
district is fairly represented in transit funding that provides an alternative 
to car-centric transit, be it through walking, biking, or busing.  

Taxes and Budget 

1) If you had revenues of $100 (to symbolize the state's budget revenues). how 
would you allocate those revenues according to your priorities and your 
understanding of the budget and public priorities (so those priorities add up-to 
$100)? 

My spending priorities for $100 are: 

$42.00 K-12 Education 
$30.00 Health and Human Services 
$8.00 Higher Education 
$7.00 Property tax aids and credits 
$3.00 State Government and Veterans 
$3.00 Debt, capital projects, and grants 
$3.00 Judiciary 
$1.00 Law Enforcement 
$1.00 Transportation 
$1.00 Environment and Agriculture  
$1.00 Economic Development, Local Government Aid, and Housing 



Compared to current spending, my priorities increase proportional funding 
for K-12 and Higher education, health and human services, the judiciary, 
transportation, and state government and veterans. I hold proportional 
funding level for environment and agriculture, and have slight proportional 
reductions to debt, capital projects, grants, economic development, Local 
Government Aid, and housing. My most dramatic shift is to move money 
from law enforcement to the courts so that we can fund restorative justice 
programs, collaborative drug courts, and supportive community-based 
programming that will ease the unnecessary over-policing (particularly of 
communities of color). But proportional shifts don’t tell the whole story. By 
adding a top-tier bracket for highest income earners, and adding tax 
auditors to police corporate loopholes, I would generate additional revenue 
to grow the $100 and increase funding across the board. 

2) What is your position on income tax policy? How does your tax position relate 
to sales tax, property tax, user fees and other surcharges? If you had to raise 
revenues how would you do that? 

 I will prioritize a progressive income tax with the addition of a bracket for 
the top 1% of earners over regressive sales taxes. I will take a hard look at 
user fees and surcharges so that we can be transparent in how we fund 
our government.  I will push to shift our property tax allocation back to 
traditional models so that only ⅓ of the burden falls on residences and ⅔ 
falls on commercial and industrial property. I also support raising the gas 
tax with a portion dedicated to transit.  

 Education 

1) What are your priorities for early education, special education, K-12 education 
and higher education? How would you fund them? 

Quality early-childhood education is a critical component of leveling every 
playing field, and we must fully fund E-12 public education and special 
education. We must build wrap around services in full service community 
schools because those also help close opportunity gaps. We must support 
teachers’ collective-bargaining and due-process rights to increase teacher 
retention, and expand grow-your-own programs to recruit and retain 



teachers of color. I will fund these priorities by increasing the marginal tax 
rate on the top 1% of earners and hiring additional tax auditors to ensure 
that our highest earners are paying their fair share.  

Moreover, higher-ed reforms must start in high schools where we must 
expand college and career centers to include promotion of 
community-college and trade schools, not just 4-year programs, and 
prepare underrepresented students for the financial and emotional realities 
of higher ed programs. To assist that transition, we need a tuition freeze at 
the U of M, grant programs to make the first two years of higher-education 
free, the elimination of hidden fees, and increased state grants for 
undocumented students that make up the loss of federal Pell grants. 

2) What are your views on investing in early childhood education? How would 
you pay for those? How would you prioritize this with other educational 
spending? 

Research tells us that we should put early-childhood education on par with 
K-12 as a statewide priority, and leadership from the Federal Reserve 
shows that this issue is at the core of other disparity and economic-growth 
questions. That’s why I support the Minneapolis Public Schools’ Early 
Childhood Family Education programs and support earmarked funding to 
expanding the program, especially to support native-language expansion. I 
also favor continuing the Early Childhood Scholarship Program that helps 
parents pay for high-quality child care in the family- or center-based 
child-care, preschool, school district, or Head Start programs of their 
choice.  
 
But because data shows that most early-ed programs don’t start early 
enough, I also support investment in evidence-based, trauma-informed, 
developmentally and culturally appropriate programs from pregnancy 
through kindergarten, including home-visiting programs, parent mentoring, 
and wrap-around support services for families with children birth to three. 
Then, we must pair all of this progress with continuity of care so that kids 
don’t lose trusted grownups when they age into or out of a new school 
building. Pairing children with case managers who can follow the child will 
promote trust and stability for our most vulnerable children. 



3) The costs of higher education continue to escalate while the resources 
available to most MN students and families decrease. How do you plan to 
address the rising cost of higher education with continuing decreases in financial 
resources in a stressed economy? 

 As your 60A legislator I will only vote for regents at the U of M who have 
real-life experience with today’s education costs, prioritize affordability for 
students, and commit to transparency in the funding process. Freezing 
tuition at the U of M will also pressure private colleges to cap tuition 
increases. But we must also recognize that in (rightly) recruiting more 
diverse communities, colleges have recruiting more diverse needs so that 
many of today’s students’ struggles are fundamentally different than they 
were a generation ago. Food and housing insecurity because those 
student needs do not go with college admission. Even at $15/hour, it would 
take over 1100 hours to pay the average $15,000 cost of tuition at the U 
per year. That’s 550 work hours per semester without paying for any 
transportation, housing, or food costs. And those components aren’t cheap 
either. Even the U’s meal plan (for an additional cost) only pays for 14 
meals per week. That’s why we must combine tuition reforms with other 
policy shifts toward affordable housing, improved transit, and living wages. 

Social Justice and Equity 

1) How would you address racial profiling and implicit bias by law enforcement? 

As your 60A Representative in the House, I will press for state-mandated 
civilian oversight of police, de-escalation training for officers, grants to 
departments who meet targets for officers living in the communities they 
police, statewide body-cam standards coupled with data privacy controls, 
and funding for first-response reforms that include integration of counselors 
and social workers and parallel dispatch programs that send mental-health 
professionals instead of officers in appropriate circumstances. 

I will also fight for sanctuary-state status and policies that prohibit state and 
local law-enforcement agencies from using their officers, jails, databases, 
and other resources to enforce federal immigration laws, including 



prohibiting these departments from complying with ICE detainers and 
allowing ICE access to interview incarcerated aliens. Minnesota troopers 
and local officers are in place to enforce Minnesota and local laws, not to 
be an arm of capricious and cruel federal policies.  

2) What changes (if any) would you propose to improve voter participation, and 
election fairness, efficiency and accuracy? When should former felons who have 
served their time be granted the right to vote? 

 To improve electoral participation, we must improve electoral access. I 
want to work with educators to increase state civics standards to increase 
interest in participation, and statewide automatic registration at for all 
eligible voters age 18 so that people had to opt out of (not into) voting 
would re-center the importance of voting in our democracy. Election day 
should be a state holiday, but because that reform does not benefit shift 
workers, we should expand sick and safe time models to include 
“participation time” to attend a caucus (or, where there is no caucus, party 
forums) and to vote. To improve fairness in the electoral process, I support 
statewide ranked-choice voting and signing on to the National Popular 
Vote Interstate Compact. I also support full and immediate restoration of all 
voting rights, including for incarcerated felons. Because voting rights have 
nothing to do with a crime, today’s “time” without voting rights necessarily 
doesn’t fit the crime. Moreover, people’s need for effective representation 
is as great for incarcerated citizens as for those without convictions. 
Finally, I will fight against all types of Voter ID laws or other forms of voter 
suppression.  

 3) How would you increase employment and wages for people with disabilities in 
Minnesota? 

$15 for everyone. Period. I also support no-fare transit and increased 
transit routes so that people with and without disabilities can keep more of 
their take-home pay. Moreover, we must continue efforts to change the 
discourse around people with different abilities to destigmatize and 
normalize different abilities, and increased educational and skill-building 
opportunities for people with disabilities. Finally, tax credits and other 
incentives could help encourage additional hires. I will also support 



legislation to address the 2019 Minnesota Supreme Court McBee v. Team 
Industr. Inc. decision’s cramped interpretation of the Minnesota Human 
Rights Act. Reasonable accommodation under state law should be at least 
as robust as under the Americans with Disabilities Act so that it is employer 
support of employees with disabilities is a people-centered interactive 
process. 

Health Care 

1) Given that many Minnesotans are uninsured or underinsured in health care 
coverage, cannot receive coverage for specific health conditions, and/or cannot 
afford the proper medications, how would you increase the number of 
Minnesotans covered and the quality of their coverage? What else would you do 
to improve the current health insurance climate? How would you pay for that? 

When I was pregnant, I developed rheumatoid arthritis. Early on, insurance 
required me to cycle through treatments that are known to be less effective 
(but cheaper) before allowing me access to medically necessary 
treatments. But getting access to the more efficacious (and spendy) drug 
doesn’t end the pain. I blow through the high deductible every January. I 
know what it’s like to fight with insurance companies because I fight that 
fight every day. 

It doesn’t have to be this way. Patients and providers, not insurance, could 
drive care. I support Sen. John Marty’s Minnesota Health Plan, which is 
self-funding, but could be improved by patient-centered friendly 
amendments such as not restricting medications that are 
direct-to-consumer advertised. Short of this, we could allow but not require 
members of public employee unions to opt into state plans. Doing so would 
increase state buying power, pushing down costs for those within that plan. 
But regardless of whether we enact insurance reforms within the current 
system or a hybrid system of universal coverage, with the ACA facing 
continual attack, we must enact state protections against discrimination on 
the basis of pre-existing conditions and against lifetime limits as backstop 
to changes in federal law. 

http://macsnc.courts.state.mn.us/ctrack/document.do?document=7815b63f4676f923123101a057dc1fef383b4525b203d77243d5b7b8d9aec5d0
http://macsnc.courts.state.mn.us/ctrack/document.do?document=7815b63f4676f923123101a057dc1fef383b4525b203d77243d5b7b8d9aec5d0


 2) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, 
young children and others at risk? How would you pay for that?  

I support full-service community schools, where students can see nurses 
or access services otherwise unavailable to them. I also support increasing 
vaccination rates by efforts such as funding mobile vaccination services 
and limiting the ability of a parent to opt out of vaccinations to cases of 
medical need. 

We can support healthy aging by funding block grants for initiatives that aid 
seniors who want to age in place in their own homes and aging in 
community within our neighborhoods, so that even if a senior cannot stay 
in their own home, they can move to a transitional or other care facility 
within our neighborhoods. If elected, I will closely monitor the 
implementation of the groundbreaking Elder Care and Vulnerable Adult 
Protection Act of 2019 to ensure that the protections that advocates 
passed last year remain robust through the rulemaking process. To do so, I 
will work closely with the Office of Ombudsman for Long-Term Care, an 
office that plays an important role in protecting long-term care residents 
from abuse, neglect or exploitation. Finally, the importance of legal 
cannabis to our aging population cannot be ignored. For seniors with 
chronic pain, cannabis is a safe alternative to opioids. 

3) What would you do to address the critical problem of access to health care for 
the self-employed? 

I could not have left my employer to open my small business without 
MNSure. With its support, I’ve grown my business to employ a half-dozen 
employees. One of the chief reasons I support the Marty plan is that by 
untying health care from employment, it frees entrepreneurs, artists, 
micro-businesses, and others who want to pursue their passions free from 
the threat that injury and illness pose in our current system. Short of a 
single-payor system, I support a public option for patient-centered 
coverage and would work to strengthen MNSure and make it its use more 
accessible to patients.  



 4) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, 
young children and others at risk? How would you pay for that? How would you 
provide affordable, accessible emergency insulin? 

In addition to the reforms I discussed in my answer to the second question 
in this section, and I appreciate that the Marty plan would cover insulin with 
premium-only consumer cost. I also support the Alec Smith Emergency 
Insulin Act and will look at look at expanding that to other rescue 
medications. 

5) What is your position on legislation that enacts the Minnesota Health Plan at 
the state level? What is your position on universal health care for all? 

 I support enacting the Minnesota Health Plan and look forward to working 
together to make it even more patient-centered. I am also open to other 
avenues to universal health care for all so long as the plan is 
patient-centered and truly universal. 

Economy/Jobs/Small Business 

1) What are the largest hurdles to the greater success of small and 
microbusiness in Minnesota? How would you lower those hurdles and minimize 
the barriers to their economic improvement? 

As a small-business owner, I’ve watched healthcare costs rise every year. 
A public option or the Marty Plan would ease that cost burden for 
employers and make room for employers to fund family leave and sick and 
safe time programs. Separately, The difficulty of navigating regulation is 
real, even for employers who want to comply with the law. I support the 
addition of regulation navigators to the Department of Commerce. Those 
navigators could help small businesses comply with state and local 
regulations, and would be especially important for businesses owned by 
people of color, indigenous owners, and immigrant owners.  Most small 
business owners want to do the right thing for their employees - they want 
to pay living wages and provide earned sick and safe time but often lack 
the resources to do so. Minnesota should also be mindful that it need not 
always “conform” with federal tax cuts. Instead we can work to ensure that 



larger companies in Minnesota pay their fair share of taxes. In contrast, we 
could provide tax credits for small- and micro-business owners who invest 
in durable goods (like mechanics’ tools, a kiln, or computer software) that 
are tools of their trade. 

 2) How would you support job creation in Minnesota? 

Healthcare reform is job creation. With MNSure in place, my company 
added a half dozen high-paying jobs. Also, consumers drive the economy, 
not the other way around.  A $15 minimum wage deconcentrates wealth 
and increases the velocity of money. Increased demand fuels job creation. 
The state also has the power to be a job creator by coupling a green new 
deal with contract labor agreements that ensure a prevailing wage to 
Minnesota workers.  Minnesota can also be a job creator by hiring new 
employees like additional tax auditors and regulation navigators, and 
incentivizing school districts to hire more counselors in schools. 

 3) What is Minnesota's role in the global economy? What would you propose to 
support your position and serve the best interests of the Minnesota economy and 
Minnesotans? 

With its depth of expertise in agriculture and innovation, Minnesota is 
positioned to take the lead in a Green New Deal. Minnesota is a global 
innovator with a history of leadership in agriculture and manufacturing, but 
these sectors have been devastated by the current tariff war. I will 
advocate to stop federal actions that hurt Minnesota innovation and 
workers, and will support the work our farmers and unions are doing to 
expand markets in the mean time. 

 4) What is your position on policies that help recruit & maintain teachers of 
color? How would you do that? 

I support the Teachers of Color Act, grow-your-own programs in school 
districts that specifically look to incentivize students of color to become 
teachers, collective bargaining and due process rights of unions. 
Introductory programming and cohort-based retention strategies like paired 
mentorship and outside service support are necessary to diversify the 
teacher workforce, but they are not sufficient. It is not enough to tell a 



prospective TOCAIT or LGBTQI educator that they will be welcome if they 
come to a school that does not have an existing diverse population. No 
professional wants to be the “trailblazer” who teaches others how to 
respect them. An educational workplace must implement and value 
inclusion efforts before it has an underrepresented educator in order to 
recruit a diverse professional population. Workforces must walk the walk-- 
for example, using pronouns, implementing gender-neutral bathrooms 
(supported by state bonding), and recognizing land histories-- before they 
can expect any candidate to want to join them.  

 Public Safety and Crime Prevention 

1) What is your position on the availability of guns and particularly handguns? 
What is your position on the use of background checks prior to the purchase of 
firearms? Do you support periodic checks of current license holders? 

Handguns and other guns are too readily available. I support background 
checks on all gun sales as well as periodic checks of current license 
holders. I also support red flag laws, and banning bump stocks and assault 
rifles. In addition, I support the allocation of state funding to fight the rise of 
white nationalism. 

 2) What types of legislation would you propose to aid in the prevention of crime? 
What specific legislation would you propose to reduce or prevent crime? 

In light of the inequalities of the war on drugs, racial and economic equity 
demands that we must legalize and decriminalize cannabis sale and 
possession. This is one of my top priorities because it sits at the 
intersection of health reform and equity. For the same reasons, I will also 
fight to expunge cannabis convictions for actions that never should have 
been crimes in the first place. I would similarly work to decriminalize 
homelessness. Moreover, I support work to decriminalize homelessness, 
fully funding education and prioritizing school counsellors over school 
resource officers, we can work toward community-led safety initiatives that 
support all our communities, especially including candidates of color. 



 3) What is your position regarding Second Chance programs and opportunities 
for ex-offenders to re-enter the community while balancing those initiatives with 
public safety and media influences? 

I support integrated reentry programs and the expungement of marijuana 
convictions.  People should be re-enfranchised after time served—or better 
yet, not disenfranchised at all. I also support banning the box on 
employment and housing. 

Environmental Safety/Energy Policy 

1) How would you balance the interests of citizens and the environmental 
community with the interests of industry, finance and the business community? 

Minnesota can support the environment and jobs by ensuring the new 
green economy meets prevailing wage and collective bargaining standards 
in contract labor agreements. The industry finance and business 
community reliance on extractive economies is not sustainable for the 
planet or their bottom lines. Instead, I support jobs and the environment of 
the long term. It’s not one or the other.  We do both. And we do it in 
consultation with the sovereign tribal nations who have stewarded this land 
for centuries.  

 2) What is your position on energy, the use of alternative and renewable energy 
sources, and Minnesota's role in this arena? What key resources does Minnesota 
have to make good progress? 

I support continued investment and expansion of renewables. Minnesota 
needs to be a leader on this - for ecological and economic reasons. We 
need to use our wind and solar resources and partner with our 
state-of-the-art manufacturing leaders to innovate on these issues.  

3) What policies or programs would you support in the areas of state building 
code compliance with clean energy technology, improved energy efficiency and 
increased noise protection? 

I support the increased use of green or solar roofs and insulation to 
increase energy efficiency and noise protection in new construction. I also 



support grants to help existing buildings meet high standards, and funding 
to retrofit older buildings with sprinkler systems.  

Transportation 

1) What are your Minnesota transportation priorities as they relate to business, 
freight, travelers, and public transit including commuters, seniors, people with 
disabilities, young people, and visitors? 

We should prioritize the use of public transit as well as walking and biking 
in the future. At the same time, we must recognize that some with mobility 
issues (including invisible illnesses ad disabilities) are not able to commit to 
car-free lifestyles. Particularly for seniors, we should look for door-to-door 
transportation solutions that would help people age within our community. 
To support all our populations, reduce carbon emissions, and minimize the 
adverse equity impacts of policing our transit, and encourage tourism 
throughout the metro, public transit should be free. We could also improve 
state standards to make sidewalks and public transit more physically 
accessible. Let’s make sure we locate ADA ramps away from storm drains 
and place sidewalk activators more accessible to shoveled sidewalks. 
These details matter. Similarly, on the Eastside needs more east-west 
transit routes. With better connections, high school students going to 
North, Henry, or Edison could more easily use MetroTransit to get to 
school.  

2) What is your position on light rail transit? How would you promote light rail 
transit expansion if you feel it's needed? 

I favor of light rail transit. Not only is it good for both visitors and residents, 
it’s efficient. Increasing funding to support fare-free transit would help grow 
ridership and make the case for expansion. That is, we must make the 
change we want to see, and riders will follow, not wait for riders to show up 
for a system that isn’t working for them and then fault low ridership. 

 

 



Affordable Housing 

1) What is your position on affordable housing and what are you plans/priorities 
for dealing with it? What is the first strategy you would use to deal with the 
affordable housing crisis and the homeless? 

I support responsible density, which will look different for different cities. 
We fund LGA at promised levels and claw back the revenue that the 
Legislature withheld for over a decade. I support Oregon-style rent 
stabilization, work to decriminalize homelessness, and studies to integrate 
service centers into schools and parks. For example, we could allow 
people to use a rec center address on an employment form, or allow 
students to get a flu shot at their school health center. I also want to 
explore solutions that would allow our aging neighbors to downsize into 
residences that suit them with singe-floor living and medical and other care 
supports. Such solutions would not only help seniors age in our community 
(instead of being forced into suburban living), but would also maintain the 
mixed-class diversity of our neighborhoods by freeing housing units for 
new neighbors who want to join us on the Eastside without relying on 
high-density highrise developments.  

2) What is your position on home ownership and what value do you think it may 
have in the community? 

Home ownership helps stabilize communities by creating long-term 
residents. Renters are equally important to bring new and vital ideas and 
perspectives to our community. In support of responsible density, we 
should move away from single family zoning, as our population is only 
growing, but well short of luxury high-rises. Moreover, programs like the 
Hennepin-Minneapolis Stable Homes-Stable Schools partnership are 
successes for the whole community because they address the importance 
of both populations and create affordable options for both to be in 
community together. At the state, we can promote such programs with 
grant funding and increased Local Government Aid. To support 
responsible density, we should also move away from single family zoning 



and encourage communities to rely on mixed use and several-until 
dwellings. . 

Agriculture and Food 

1) What is your position on Ag and food production where they intersect with 
corporate farms, family farms, environmental concerns and food safety? 

In my work, I talk with clients about food sovereignty, and the same 
principles apply here. Dependable food production is local, safe, and small 
scale. I won’t be bought by corporate Ag. I love being a member of my 
immigrant-owned CSA that I picked up in the Eastside at Insight brewery. 
My husband and I are also proud members of the Eastside food co-op. I 
am eager to learn from neighbors about efforts to ban neonicotinoids and 
to spread the word about grow-local community gardens and similar 
resources.  

2) What is your position on the University of Minnesota's Forever Green Program 
and how would you support family farmers? 

I fully support the Forever Green program. I appreciate that it addresses 
run-off pollution and habitat loss resulting from commodity crops while 
supporting sustainable family farming. I would support similar economically 
and ecologically sustainable farm-assistance programs.  

Government Accountability 

1) What is your position on the establishment of a nonpartisan independent 
redistricting commission. 

I fully support a nonpartisan independent redistricting commission. The 
Rucho v. Common Cause decision that political gerrymandering cannot be 
reviewed by the courts underscores the need for an independent, 
nonpartisan commission regarding redistricting.  

2). What is your position on comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation 
Including full disclosure of all contributions and expenditures? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rucho_v._Common_Cause
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rucho_v._Common_Cause


 I fully support comprehensive campaign finance reform, including full 
disclosure of all contributions and expenditures. I also support the move to 
amend the constitution to legislatively address the Citizens United decision 
by the Supreme court. 

Media and Internet 

1) What is your position on Net Neutrality? What is your position on 
Border-to-Border broadband? 

I support net neutrality and Border-to-Border broadband. I will support 
legislation that would prohibit public bodies from contracting with 
broadband Internet access service providers that engage in certain 
network management activities based on paid prioritization, content 
blocking, or other discrimination. I will also support legislation to require 
internet service providers to publicly disclose network management 
practices, performance characteristics, and commercial service terms in a 
format that will allow consumers to make informed choices regarding the 
purchase and use of the services. 

Labor and Employment 

1) What is your position on a state-wide minimum wage? What related policies 
would you favor? 

I support a $15 minimum wage without a tip credit, but want to phase it in 3 
years for larger employers so that they can plan for the change. For 
businesses with 50 or fewer employees, I support a 5-year phase-in. I also 
support statewide safe and sick time and will work family-leave solutions. 

 2) What is your position on the Wage Theft Act? 

I support it. It should be criminal to not pay employees what they earn or to 
not give them the benefits they earned. 

3) What is your position on a statewide earned sick and safe time benefit 
package? How is it paid for?  



I support universal adoption of such a package. Because everyone has 
these needs, it should not be limited to professional work. I would expand 
the benefit to include democratic engagement time to attend party 
caucuses or candidate forums. These policies would not require additional 
revenue because as is the case in Minneapolis, the employer, not the 
state, will bear the cost. 

 4) What is your position on a paid family leave the Social Insurance program? 
How would that work? 

I support a paid-family-leave social-insurance program and would build the 
program on existing payroll tax models. Like sick and safe time, providing 
paid family leave allows for a most productive workforce by recognizing 
everyone as whole people who sometimes have to help a relative with a 
chronic illness, give birth, take care of an aging parent and all the things 
that arise in people’s lives. Ensuring that ALL our workforce has access to 
white-collar benefits also addresses the equity gap that arises when 
people can’t take the time to care for their sick family members and 
important people in their lives.  

5) What is your position on legislation or a constitutional amendment that 
preempts or interferes with local governments' authority to establish minimum 
wages, benefits, working conditions, terms of employment, or attendance/leave 
policies that exceed state or federal or state law? 

I will oppose legislation or a constitutional amendment that preempts or 
interferes with local governments' authority to establish minimum wages, 
benefits, working conditions, terms of employment, or attendance/leave 
policies that exceed state or federal or state law. 

  


