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Your Candidacy: Explain why you are seeking the office of Minnesota State House of 
Representatives. What will you bring to your constituents? What experiences, expertise 
and skill sets do you have that make you best suited to hold this position? What specific 
expertise will you bring to the State House that is unique or rare to the body? 
 
As a mother, volunteer, advocate, and organizer, I am prepared for the unique 
responsibilities as the MN 60A House Rep. While at the Humphrey Institute, I earned my 
Masters in Public Policy and did hands-on research to demonstrate the positive effects 
that small businesses bring to our community. I am a good listener, and I commit to talk 
to as many of my constituents as possible. I also have trained as an educator and 
facilitator and believe that I will bring my interpersonal and analytic skills to create 
change for the people of District 60A. 
 
 
Legislative Priorities1) Which three committee assignments would you request? Why 
would you request these three? 
 

1) Education Policy – Since in college, I’ve been interested in educational policy. I 
was fortunate to be a student representative to the University of Minnesota Board 
and Regents. This experience showed me for the process of creating policy 
change. 

2) Environment and Natural Resource – The safety of Minnesota’s natural 
resources and wonders is important to me and to my constituents. I will better 
understand how the policies in Minnesota are structured around protecting our 
resources. 

3) Ways and Means – This committee is an educational stretch for me. I have not 
been involved with making decisions around taxes and other revenue-generating 
strategies. I look forward to working with my new colleagues in this arena. 

 
 
Taxes and Budget 
 



1) If you had revenues of $100 (to symbolize the state’s budget revenues) how would 
you allocate those revenues according to your priorities and your understanding of the 
budget and public priorities (so those priorities add up to $100)? 
 
I referenced the 2020 projected MN Budget while deciding on this. 
 
Healthcare $35 
Education $25 
Pension $15 
Welfare $10 
Transportation $10 
Protection $5 
 
2) What is your position on income tax policy? How does your tax position relate to sales 
tax, property tax, user fees and other surcharges? If you had to raise revenues how 
would you do that? 
 
Income tax needs to be higher, especially for the wealthier citizens in Minnesota. Sales 
tax, property tax, user fees, and other surcharges can be effective when used in an 
appropriate way. Progressive taxes are my strong preference, as regressive taxes hurt 
the most vulnerable Minnesotans. 
 
 
Education 
 
1) What are your priorities for early education, special education, K-12 education and 
higher education? How would you fund them?  
 
I am strong advocate for all types of education, from preschool to graduate school. 
Education research shows that what we do for children from 0-5 years will determine 
much of their success for the rest of their schooling. I want to see early education getting 
much more funding and support. This includes paying teachers more and subsidizing 
quality programs for Minnesota families who need it. Special education is also crucial in 
the health of K-12 schools. I would fund this through raising the income tax for the 
wealthiest Minnesotans. 
 
2) What are your views on investing in early childhood education? How would you pay 
for those? How would you prioritize this with other educational spending? 
 
Early childhood education is critical to the future of our youngest Minnesotans. Youth 
who are able to participate in quality education programs are more prepared for school. 
They have strong social skills and are ready to learn. I prioritize this high compared to 
other educational spending. This is an arena where inequality begins, between the kids 
who are prepared for school and for those who struggle upon entering kindergarten. 
Increasing income taxes is one way to add additional funding for early childhood 
education. 
 
3) The costs of higher education continue to escalate while the resources available to 
most MN students and families decrease. How do you plan to address the rising cost of 



higher education with continuing decreases in financial resources in a stressed 
economy? 
 
High school students can lower their college costs by taking Advanced Placement 
classes and/or Postsecondary Education Option. These high school graduates will 
already have some college credits before starting their freshman year. Trade schools are 
a way for students to graduate with many job opportunities. Students can complete their 
general coursework at community colleges and then transfer to a 4-year school. 
 
Social	Justice	and	Equity	
	
1)	How	would	you	address	racial	profiling	and	implicit	bias	by	law	enforcement?	
	
Mandate	more	sensitivity	trainings.	Local	organizations	such	as	Language	Central	
have	been	working	with	fire	departments	around	the	metro	to	increase	compassion	
and	communication	between	fire	fighters	and	MN	residents.	This	is	especially	useful	
as	fire	fighters	are	first	responders.	These	strategies	will	also	beneficial	for	law	
enforcement	officers.	
	
2)	What	changes	(if	any)	would	you	propose	to	improve	voter	participation,	and	
election	fairness,	efficiency	and	accuracy?	When	should	former	felons	who	have	
served	their	time	be	granted	the	right	to	vote?	
	
More	education	around	the	voting	process,	so	more	residents	understand	where	
their	voting	precinct	is,	who	the	candidates	are,	what	issues	are	being	discussed.	
Former	felons,	who	are	not	sex	offenders,	should	be	granted	the	right	to	vote	after	
they	have	served	their	time.	If	they	are	sex	offenders,	I	do	not	agree	with	re-
integrating	them	into	the	community	because	repeat	assault	is	very	common.	
	
3)	How	would	you	increase	employment	and	wages	for	people	with	disabilities	in	
Minnesota?	
	
I	would	work	with	organizations	such	as	Opportunity	Partners	and	LifeWorks.	They	
have	strong	teams	that	understand	how	to	increase	employment	and	wages	for	
disabled	Minnesotan.	This	also	requires	public-private	partnership.	
	
Health	Care	
	
1)	Given	that	many	Minnesotans	are	uninsured	or	underinsured	in	health	care	
coverage,	cannot	receive	coverage	for	specific	health	conditions,	and/or	cannot	
afford	the	proper	medications,	how	would	you	increase	the	number	of	Minnesotans	
covered	and	the	quality	of	their	coverage?		
	
Expand	MNSure	would	be	one	way.	Another	way	would	be	to	create	single-payer	
health	care	of	all	Minnesotans.	If	either	is	done,	many	more	Minnesotans	will	be	
covered,	especially	self-employed	people,	small	business	owners,	and	more.	



	
What	else	would	you	do	to	improve	the	current	health	insurance	climate?	How	
would	you	pay	for	that?	
	
I	would	aim	for	continuity	of	care.	Right	now,	many	people	go	to	clinics	for	their	
care,	and	they	see	a	different	provider	each	time.	That	means	that	they	need	to	share	
their	health	history	over	and	over.	If	people	had	one	health	professional	that	they	
could	create	a	working	relationship,	the	landscape	of	health	care	will	change.	
	
2)	What	would	you	do	to	improve	the	health	and	living	conditions	of	the	elderly,	
young	children	and	others	at	risk?	How	would	you	pay	for	that?	
	
For	children,	I	am	a	big	proponent	of	strong	before	school	and	afterschool	programs	
and	offering	breakfast	to	children	in	the	morning	and	a	snack	in	the	afternoon.	Some	
Minneapolis	children	get	to	take	food	items	home	over	the	weekend.	The	elderly	will	
benefit	from	strong	social	programming	as	well	as	gym	memberships.	We	already	
have	some	programs	where	seniors	can	have	reduced	fees	to	health	clubs.	Many	
assisted	living	spaces	and	senior	apartments	are	working	hard	to	offer	creative	
outlets	and	cultural	experiences	to	their	residents.	These	programs	will	not	cost	
very	much	and	are	already	budgeted	into	spaces	for	children	and	seniors.		
	
3)	What	would	you	do	to	address	the	critical	problem	of	access	to	health	care	for	the	
self-employed?		
	
I	will	work	for	a	single-payer	health	care	system.	Everyone	has	a	right	to	health	care.	
	
4)	What	would	you	do	to	improve	the	health	and	living	conditions	of	the	elderly,	
young	children	and	others	at	risk?	How	would	you	pay	for	that?	How	would	you	
provide	affordable,	accessible	emergency	insulin?	
	
When	I	think	of	Minnesota’s	most	vulnerable	populations,	I	want	to	make	things	
right	for	them.	Access	to	fresh	food,	clean	water,	a	warm	bed	are	ways	to	help	
children	and	the	elderly	They	also	need	ways	to	them	to	express	their	intelligence	
and	creativity.	We	live	in	silos,	and	we	keep	the	generations	apart	from	each	other.	
We	need	to	find	ways	to	bring	all	Minnesotas	together.		
	
As	for	as	affordable	and	accessible	emergency	insulin,	I	would	consult	the	Juvenile	
Diabetes	Research	Foundation.	They	lobby	in	Washington	to	find	ways	to	give	
people	access	to	insulin	(both	Type	1	and	Type	2).	
	
5)	What	is	your	position	on	legislation	that	enacts	the	Minnesota	Health	Plan	at	the	
state	level?	What	is	your	position	on	universal	health	care	for	all?	
	
I’m	not	familiar	with	the	Minnesota	Health	Plan,	but	I	support	universal	health	care	
of	all.	
	



Economy/Jobs/Small	Business	
	
1)	What	are	the	largest	hurdles	to	the	greater	success	of	small	and	microbusiness	in	
Minnesota?	How	would	you	lower	those	hurdles	and	minimize	the	barriers	to	their	
economic	improvement?	
	
Getting	the	name	and	product	out	to	the	public	is	very	difficult.	Businesses	use	
word-of-mouth,	social	media,	print	media,	radio,	and	more.	We	already	have	
organizations	like	SCORE	where	new	business	owners	can	be	matched	with	
mentors.	We	can	encourage	new	business	owners	to	dialogue	with	each	other.	The	
Metro	Independent	Business	Association	(MetroIBA)	would	help	with	fostering	
these	types	of	gatherings.	
	
	
2)	How	would	you	support	job	creation	in	Minnesota?	
	
I	would	try	to	find	ways	to	create	jobs	in	thriving	fields	such	as	health	care	and	
technology.	I	would	also	add	more	jobs	in	education	and	other	services	by	changing	
the	budget	streams.	
	
3)	What	is	Minnesota’s	role	in	the	global	economy?	What	would	you	propose	to	
support	your	position	and	serve	the	best	interests	of	the	Minnesota	economy	and	
Minnesotan’s?	
	
Minnesota	is	home	to	many	Fortune	500	companies	as	well	as	numerous	smaller	
scaled	businesses	and	industries.	We	are	a	leader	in	health	care	technologies,	
information	technologies,	writing,	dance,	and	the	arts.	Our	hope	is	that	these	
businesses,	artists,	and	inventors	stay	in	Minnesota,	and	it’s	our	job	to	make	sure	
that	we	make	Minnesota	an	attractive	place	to	live	(great	social	programs	and	great	
weather	J)	
	
4)	What	is	your	position	on	policies	that	help	recruit	&maintain	teachers	of	color?	
	
As	a	woman	of	color,	I	feel	it’s	essential	to	put	into	place	policies,	opportunities,	and	
other	infrastructure	to	ensure	the	teachers	of	color	are	actively	recruited.		
	
How	would	you	do	that?	
	
Create	programs	for	young	teachers	of	color	to	be	a	part	of,	so	that	they	can	mentor	
each	other.	Talk	about	social	climate	with	all	the	teachers	inside	of	a	school.		
	
Public	Safety	and	Crime	Prevention	
	
1)	What	is	your	position	on	the	availability	of	guns	and	particularly	handguns?	What	
is	your	position	on	the	use	of	background	checks	prior	to	the	purchase	of	firearms?	
Do	you	support	periodic	checks	of	current	license	holders?	



I	believe	that	people	may	purchase	and	own	hunting	rifles.	I	am	not	a	supporter	of	
assault	rifles	(with	high	capacity	clips).	Stronger	background	checks	and	enforcing	
period	checks	of	current	license	holders	sounds	promising,	but	it	is	not	the	same	as	
removing	assault	rifles	all	together.	
	
2)	What	types	of	legislation	would	you	propose	to	aid	in	the	prevention	of	crime?	
What	specific	legislation	would	you	propose	to	reduce	or	prevent	crime?	
	
If	we	want	to	prevent	crime,	we	need	to	see	why	crime	exists.	If	it	is	because	of	
hunger	or	any	other	need,	then	we	need	to	address	this	first.	If	we	remove	poverty,	
that	will	aid	in	the	prevention	of	crime.	
	
3)	What	is	your	position	regarding	Second	Chance	programs	and	opportunities	for	
ex-offenders	to	re-enter	the	community	while	balancing	those	initiatives	with	public	
safety	and	media	influences?	
	
I	believe	that	Second	Chance	programs	are	valuable	in	a	felon’s	re-entry	into	her/his	
community.		I	am	deeply	concerned	about	sex	offenders	being	reintegrated	into	
their	community	because	of	the	risk	of	repeated	assault.	
	
Environmental Safety/Energy Policy 
 
1) How would you balance the interests of citizens and the environmental community 
with the interests of industry, finance and the business community? 
 
Protecting our environment is our duty to the future generations. We need to find ways to 
know that climate change is being addressed and making sure that MN industry respects 
that through policy. 
 
2) What is your position on energy, the use of alternative and renewable energy sources, 
and Minnesota’s role in this arena? What key resources does Minnesota have to make 
good progress? 
 
Wind and solar energy would work well in Minnesota and the expansion of hydro power 
(from the Mississippi River). 
 
3) What policies or programs would you support in the areas of state building code 
compliance with clean energy technology, improved energy efficiency and increased 
noise protection? 
 
I believe that these types of policies are necessary to protect the health of all 
Minnesotans.  
 
Transportation 
 



1) What are your Minnesota transportation priorities as they relate to business, freight, 
travelers, and public transit including commuters, seniors, people with disabilities, young 
people, and visitors? 
 
Public transit is essential to a thriving metropolitan area, and it helps all types of 
travelers. Many people use the light rail to get to the MOA or the MSP airport. Others 
use it to get to a Vikings or Lynx game. We also need safe roads. 
 
2) What is your position on light rail transit? How would you promote light rail transit 
expansion if you feel it’s needed? 
 
Huge fan of light rail and would definitely promote expansion. It has already exceeded 
expectations on ridership. 
 
Affordable Housing 
 
1) What is your position on affordable housing and what are you plans/priorities for 
dealing with it? What is the first strategy you would use to deal with the affordable 
housing crisis and the homeless? 
 
Afffordable housing is our biggest social issue. We need Section 8 housing to be part of 
all development projects. I would engage with the Downtown Congregation of Churches; 
these people work with the homeless everyday. 
 
2) What is your position on home ownership and what value do you think it may have in 
the community? 
 
Home ownership has long been part of the American Dream. Home ownership can be 
quite difficult and quite expensive. It has its value, and I think new housing concepts do 
as well. 
 
Agriculture and Food 
 
1) What is your position on Ag and food production where they intersect with corporate 
farms, family farms, environmental concerns and food safety? 
 
I support family farms, the environment and the health of all Minnesotans. We need 
access to safe food. 
 
2) What is your position on the University of Minnesota’s Forever Green Program and 
how would you support family farmers? 
 
It sounds like a very interesting program. I’d like to learn more about how it will support 
family farmers. 
 
Government Accountability 
 



1) What is your position on the establishment of a nonpartisan independent redistricting 
commission. 
 
This sounds like a good idea. 
 
2). What is your position on comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation 
including full disclosure of all contributions and expenditures? 
 
Campaigns need to be shorter. We need to get all corporate money out of elections and 
full disclosures of contributions and expenditures in vital to our democratic fabric. 
 
Media and Internet 
 
1) What is your position on Net Neutrality? What is your position on Border-to-Border 
broadband? 
 
I support Net Neutrality. I support Border-to-Border broadband. Rural and other 
underserved communities deserve a fair access to broadband. 
 
Labor and Employment 
 
1) What is your position on a state-wide minimum wage? What related policies would 
you favor? 
 
I would like to have a state-wide minimum wage. Minneapolis is working for $15/hour. I 
believe the every Minnesotan deserves to earn a living wage. 
 
2) What is your position on the Wage Theft Act?  
 
I’m so excited that it was put into place in 2019! 
 
3) What is your position on a statewide earned sick and safe time benefit package? How 
is that paid for? 
 
It sounds like a great benefit package, but I am not sure how it would be funded. Or 
where this particular policy would be housed in the state government. 
 
4) What is your position on a paid family leave social insurance program? How would 
that work? 
 
People need to have paid family leave. An insurance program sounds very intriguing, but 
would need to see how the employers would be involved in this arrangement. 
 
5) What is your position on legislation or a constitutional amendment that preempts or 
interferes with local governments’ authority to establish minimum wage, benefits, 
working conditions, terms of employment, or attendance/leave policies that exceed state 
or federal or state law? 
 



I am still learning the r           
 
Thank you. 
 
	


