
 
 



Your Candidacy 
 
Explain why you are seeking the office of Minnesota State House of Representatives. What will 
you bring to your constituents? What experiences, expertise and skill sets do you have that 
make you best suited to hold this position? What specific expertise will you bring to the State 
House that is unique or rare to the body? 
  
My long-term vision for Minnesota is to see our state to be the place others come to live and 
raise families - a state where minimum wage is increased to $15, workers fundamental rights 
are protected, working families are supported, access to affordable housing and 
homeownership is expanded and climate change threats are tackled by reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and meeting pledges made in the landmark Paris Agreement.  
 
As a dedicated community and public servant, I strive for my work to contribute to the success 
and well-being of the people of Minnesota, and particularly those in the Twin Cities. This life-
long passion for empowering and uplifting fellow Minnesotans has led to a wealth of 
professional opportunities in which I have had the good fortune to contribute to the state’s 
success and growth.  
  
Legislative Priorities 
1) Which three committee assignments would you request? Why would you request these 
three? 
  

● Health and Human Services Policy because I care about ensuring affordable, quality 
healthcare for all, and that all Minnesotans have access to quality  childcare. 

● Housing Finance and Policy Division because housing is an issue that hits close to 
home for me because as a renter, I have seen my rent nearly double in a decade and 
many of my neighbors are in similar positions or worse off. We need to work together as 
a state collaboratively with local governments to find solutions. 

● Jobs and Economic Development Finance Division because I care about making sure 
we are creating high quality, high paying jobs for all Minnesotans, especially people that 
have been under-resourced and underserved. 

  
Taxes and Budget 
1) If you had revenues of $100 (to symbolize the state’s budget revenues) how would you 
allocate those revenues according to your priorities and your understanding of the budget and 
public priorities (so those priorities add up to $100)? 
 
I am hesitant to take something as complex as the state budget and simplify it into percentages 
allocated to my priority issue areas because before I do so, I would want a deeper analysis of 
costs.  
  



2) What is your position on income tax policy? How does your tax position related to sales tax, 
property tax, user fees and other surcharges? If you had to raise revenues how would you do 
that? 
 

I want to ensure that there is no additional tax burden on low and middle income earners. We 
should increase income tax with Minnesotans who make more than a million dollar to balance 

the State budget.  
  
Education 
1) What are your priorities for early education, special education, K-12 education and higher 
education? How would you fund them? 

● Allocate resources for early childhood programs  
● Increase access to quality early learning 
● Starting program after school  

  
Education for all, early childhood education, free lunch or reduced with low income families, 
after-school programs for students that need help to improve their learning. 
  
2) What are your views on investing in early childhood education? How would you pay for 
those? How would you prioritize this with other educational spending? 
 
As a mother of young children, I understand the importance of early childhood education. My 
kids attended the Early Childhood Family Education (ECFC) and Head-Start. I worked as an 
early childhood educator for a number of organizations. This issue is dear to my heart and I will 
do everything in my power to invest in early childhood. 
 
  
3) The costs of higher education continue to escalate while the resources available to most MN 
students and families decrease. How do you plan to address the rising cost of higher education 
with continuing decreases in financial resources in a stressed economy? 
  
I will propose free or reduced community and technical college education for all Minnesotans. 
When Minnesotans have access to quality education, they are more able to get high-paying, 
quality jobs, and in turn that money will flow back into the state’s economy. 
  
Social Justice and Equity 
  
1) How would you address racial profiling and implicit bias by law enforcement? 
  
We should have better relationships between community members and law enforcement. Also, 
we need to utilize other trained community de-escalation and mental health workers in place of 
police officers when it makes sense to do so. One specific example that we can easily work on 
at the state level is around traffic stops. It has been shown that people of color are pulled over 



by state troopers at a higher rate. One way to help decrease this is to help low-income people 
access resources with their cars to help reduce the likelihood of their being stopped. 
  
2) What changes (if any) would you propose to improve voter participation, and election 
fairness, efficiency, and accuracy? When should former felons who have served their time be 
granted the right to vote? 
  
We need better and more civic education, to maintain minnesota's same day voter registration, 
and ensure we do not pass a voter ID. people who have completed their sentences who did not 
commit high crimes should be allowed to participate in voting.  
  
3) How would you increase employment and wages for people with disabilities in Minnesota? 
  
Access to education, specialized job training programs, employer education on managing 
employees with disabilities and the rights that employees have under the ADA and other labor 
laws. 
Health Care 
  
1) Given that many Minnesotans are uninsured or underinsured in health care coverage, cannot 
receive coverage for specific health conditions, and/or cannot afford the proper medications, 
how would you increase the number of Minnesotans covered and the quality of their coverage? 
What else would you do to improve the current health insurance climate? How would you pay 
for that? 
  
To fix the gap in health care coverage, I would create a state single payer health system that 
has comprehensive coverage for all conditions, and includes eye and dental. This would be paid 
for in part by the budget surplus that is projected in 2020-2021, tax income over $1 million, and 
eliminate waste and inefficiencies in state agencies. 
  
2) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, young children 
and others at risk? How would you pay for that? 
 
See question 1.  
 
3) What would you do to address the critical problem of access to health care for the self-
employed? 
 
See question 1. 
 
4) How would you provide affordable, accessible emergency insulin? 
 
I would support legislation that creates an insulin assistance program for Minnesotans that need 
and cannot afford it. 
 



5) What is your position on legislation that enacts the Minnesota Health Plan at the state level? 
What is your position on universal health care for all? 
 
I believe we need universal healthcare for all, and I support enacting the Minnesota Health Plan.  
 
Economy/Jobs/Small Business 
1) What are the largest hurdles to the greater success of small and microbusiness in 
Minnesota?  
 
Sustainability, hiring the right candidates, inability to fford the right candidates, small bussiness 
resources 
 
would you lower those hurdles and minimize the barriers to their economic improvement? Yes 
2) How would you support job creation in Minnesota?  

● Allocate money for the MN Dept of Employment and Economic Development  
● Job Skill building programs 
● Create a job search help hub 

 
3) What is Minnesota’s role in the global economy? What would you propose to support your 
position and serve the best interests of the Minnesota economy and Minnesotan’s? 
 
MN is one of the top most thriving economies in the country. We have some of the biggest 
businesses in agriculture for example, and can use that global influence to help create an 
agricultutral system that supports the land, water, workers, and people. 
 
4) What is your position on policies that help recruit & maintain teachers of color? How would 
you do that?  
 
We should hold ourselves accountable to making sure our schools hire teachers of color, 
especially in districts like mine where the students are very diverse and yet do not see 
themselves in their teachers. 
 
Public Safety and Crime Prevention 
1) What is your position on the availability of guns and particularly handguns? What is your 
position on the use of background checks prior to the purchase of firearms? Do you support 
periodic checks of current license holders? 
 
2) What types of legislation would you propose to aid in the prevention of crime? What specific 
legislation would you propose to reduce or prevent crime? 
 
I would work to create 
3) What is your position regarding Second Chance programs and opportunities for ex-offenders 
to re-enter the community while balancing those initiatives with public safety and media 
influences? 



  
Environmental Safety/Energy Policy 
1) How would you balance the interests of citizens and the environmental community with the 
interests of industry, finance and the business community? 
 
Bottom line: nothing else can exist unless we have a planet that can support it so while a 
thriving economy is important, it cannot come at the expense of clean air, clean water, avoiding 
catastrophic climate change, and growing healthy food in a sustainable way.  
 
2) What is your position on energy, the use of alternative and renewable energy sources, and 
Minnesota’s role in this arena? What key resources does Minnesota have to make good 
progress? 
 
We need to get to 100% clean and renewable energy by 2050 at the latest, and I believe 
Minnesota can be a leader in this. We have many talented minds in additional to a wealth of 
natural resources and sunshine. 
 
 
3) What policies or programs would you support in the areas of state building code compliance 
with clean energy technology, improved energy efficiency and increased noise protection? 
 
I would support any policies that help us reduces building energy use, while ensuring that the 
burden does not fall on low and middle income income earners and businesses. 
 
Transportation 
1) What are your Minnesota transportation priorities as they relate to business, freight, travelers, 
and public transit including commuters, seniors, people with disabilities, young people, and 
visitors? 
 
We need to make improvements to our transportation infrastructure, particularly expanding our 
public transportation. I support free public transit as it is important for supporting those most 
under-served including seniors, those with disabilities, and youth. 
 
2) What is your position on light rail transit? How would you promote light rail transit expansion if 
you feel it’s needed? 
 
Light rail is an important asset in our public transportation system, and as our population grows 
and we move to a society that is less dependent on cars, we will need to expand it. 
 
Affordable Housing 
 
1) What is your position on affordable housing and what are you plans/priorities for dealing with 
it? What is the first strategy you would use to deal with the affordable housing crisis and the 
homeless? 



 
I will work to achieve rent stabilization with municipal governments, work to improve and expand 
access to the Section 8 program, and increase funding for public housing.  
 
2) What is your position on home ownership and what value do you think it may have in the 
community? 
 
We need to improve and develop new programs to help low-income communities and people of 
color purchase homes, as it is one of the biggest ways to help end the cycle of poverty and 
racial disparity. We also need to ensure that cultural differences are taken into account. For 
example, Muslim families cannot take interest, and therefore cannot access traditional home 
mortgages. 
 
 
 
 
Agriculture and Food 
 
1) What is your position on Ag and food production where they intersect with corporate farms, 
family farms, environmental concerns and food safety? 
 
Many small family farmers, including many farmers of color are struggling to make ends meet. 
As a hub of agricultural innovation, Minnesota should be a leader in creating a food system that 
helps farmers thrive while protecting the land and water. We should help these small and family 
farmers access markets that they are currently unable to access because of financial and 
regulatory barriers. 
 
2) What is your position on the University of Minnesota’s Forever Green Program and how 
would you support family farmers? 
 
I am supportive of the Forever Green program to develop the use of more resource-efficient 
cropping systems, as long as there are systems in place to support small family farmers in 
transitioning in a way that also supports them economically. 
 
Government Accountability 
1) What is your position on the establishment of a nonpartisan independent redistricting 
commission? 
 
I am supportive. 
 
2). What is your position on comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation including full 
disclosure of all contributions and expenditures? 
 



I am supportive of campaign finance reform and transparency of contributions, paired with 
campaign finance programs that help eliminate barriers to becoming candidates for people that 
are under-represented in elected office. 
 
Media and Internet 
1) What is your position on Net Neutrality? What is your position on Border-to-Border 
broadband? 
 
Net neutrality is very important to ensuring free and open access to information and 
communication regardless of economic status. Taking it away is a step backwards for equality. I 
support Border-to-Border broadband. 
 
 
 
 
 
Labor and Employment 
1) What is your position on a state-wide minimum wage? What related policies would you favor? 
 
We need to increase the state’s minimum wage. I support passing a new minimum wage that 
gets us to $15. I also support earned sick and safe time.  
 
2) What is your position on the Wage Theft Act? 
 
I am supportive of the Wage Theft Act, and any legislation that creates needed protections for 
workers.  
 
3) What is your position on a statewide earned sick and safe time benefit package? How is that 
paid for? 
 
I support it, and as referenced above, the financing would have to be analyzed through tax and 
efficiency measures in ways that don’t put the brunt of the burden on low and middle income 
families. 
 
4) What is your position on a paid family leave social insurance program? How would that work? 
 
I believe paid family leave is very important, and will support programs that grant it to workers 
and families. I would have to consult people who have done policy analysis of the social 
insurance program, but first and foremost the cost of any program cannot come at an expense 
to seniors, nor cause other negative impacts to workers. 
 
5) What is your position on legislation or a constitutional amendment that preempts or interferes 
with local governments’ authority to establish minimum wage, benefits, working conditions, 
terms of employment, or attendance/leave policies that exceed state or federal or state law? 



 
I am not supportive of preemption legislation because I believe municipalities should be able to 
pass laws and lead for their communities.  
 


