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Your Candidacy 
Explain why you are seeking the office of Minnesota State House of Representatives. What will 
you bring to your constituents? What experiences, expertise and skill sets do you have that 
make you best suited to hold this position? What specific expertise will you bring to the State 
House that is unique or rare to the body?  
 
I am an organizer, renter, non-profit leader, and first generation American running to be a 
champion for working class families. 60A is a working class community with a history of 
bold, progressive leadership. Our district is a made up of immigrant communities, 
renters, working families, artists, and people who’ve called it home for a long time. In 
recent years, we have seen millions invested in new, private development while rents 
have continued to rise, pricing renters out and displacing the people who built this 
community. In this moment, we need a leader connected to the ground with lived 
experience in the struggles families, workers, and students are facing. That's why I'm 
running. 
 
Legislative Priorities 

1) Which three committee assignments would you request? Why would you request these 
three?  

Taxes. I will champion adding a fifth tier to the income tax structure, which would tax the 
top 1% of income earned in Minnesota. We need to close tax loopholes that allow 
corporations to operate in our state without paying their fair share, and fight to roll back 
the estate tax exclusion. 
 
Housing Policy and Finance Division. I’ll fight for rent control and a renter’s Bill of 
Rights, including just-cause eviction protection, a cap on security deposits, the right to 
organize, and an inclusive screening criteria mandate. We also must implement a Green 
New Deal specific to public housing by making major investments in updating aging 
buildings to meet environmental and living standards. 
 
Public Safety and Criminal Justice Reform Finance and Policy Division. I will champion 
ending the unjust practice of cash bail in Minnesota. We need to legalize cannabis, 
decarcerate those imprisoned, and provide reparations to all who’ve been unfairly 
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affected. I will fight to decriminalize sex work to remove stigma, increase work safety, 
and allow sex workers to live with dignity. We need community control and oversight of 
police, an essential step to demilitarizing and decolonizing community safety, and 
building toward a long-term vision of police abolition.  
 
Taxes and Budget 

1) If you had revenues of $100 (to symbolize the state’s budget revenues) how would you 
allocate those revenues according to your priorities and your understanding of the 
budget and public priorities (so those priorities add up to $100)? 

I reject the politics of scarcity. For too long, we have been asked to sacrifice parts of our 
community on the altar of narratives that intentionally try to pit neighbor against 
neighbor, and worker against worker. Politics is not a zero sum game as described here, 
it is about harnessing the abundance that we share. 
 
The value of $100 is not defined here. For those impacted by the Drake Fire, $100 may 
mean a warm meal, a pack of diapers, bus fare to get to where they need to go, school 
supplies and a winter coat. For a millionaire, $100 is a rounding error. If this question is 
about values, I value ensuring that the richest Minnesotans pay their fair share and that 
we meet the needs and dreams of our community.  
 
If your question is trying to get me to prioritize spending, I promise to prioritize my 
constituents. I will listen, engage, and fight every day for them. They will be my priority. 
As new challenges emerge, I will be faithful to a new kind of abundant and inclusive 
politics. That is my priority and I make that commitment today and every day. 
 

2) What is your position on income tax policy? How does your tax position relate to sales 
tax, property tax, user fees and other surcharges? If you had to raise revenues how 
would you do that?  

For too long in our state, vital services and public good programs have been starved by 
austerity budgeting and a refusal by politicians on both sides of the aisle to raise taxes 
on corporations and the wealthy. 
 
I will champion adding a fifth tier to the income tax structure, which would tax the top 1% 
of income earned in Minnesota. I will champion adding a fifth tier to the income tax 
structure, which would tax the top 1% of income earned in Minnesota. We need to close 
tax loopholes that allow corporations to operate in our state without paying their fair 
share, and fight to roll back the estate tax exclusion. I look forward to working with 
unions and other working class people to find other innovative ways to tax the wealthy. 
 
Education 

1) What are your priorities for early education, special education, K-12 education and 
higher education? How would you fund them?  

 



I support Education Minnesota’s call for $4.3 billion in new revenue, and I will lead the 
fight for this funding both at the legislature and in the public sphere to increase pressure 
on legislators. To achieve this, we need to create a fifth tier in the income tax structure 
which would tax the top 1% of income earned in Minnesota, roll back the estate tax 
exclusion, and close tax loopholes that allow corporations to operate in our state without 
paying their fair share. I will also work with unions and other working class people to find 
other innovative ways to tax the wealthy to fund education. 
 

2) What are your views on investing in early childhood education? How would you pay for 
those? How would you prioritize this with other educational spending?  

I support ongoing funding that allows high-quality, public school-based early childhood 
and voluntary pre-K programs taught by licensed educators to be available to all 
Minnesota students. We need to current law to include our fully-licensed Early Childhood 
Family Education (ECFE) and Adult Basic Education (ABE) teachers in the continuing 
contract law.  

 

3) The costs of higher education continue to escalate while the resources available to most 
MN students and families decrease. How do you plan to address the rising cost of higher 
education with continuing decreases in financial resources in a stressed economy?  

I support four years of free public college for all Minnesotans, including undocumented & 
formerly incarcerated students. We must cancel all student loan debt, including the debts 
of formerly incarcerated students. 
 
We can achieve bold, aspirational goals like these by raising taxes on the wealthiest 
Minnesotans, closing corporate tax loopholes, rolling back the estate tax exclusion, and 
ending corporate welfare and raising corporate tax rates. 
 
Federal and State disinvestment in Higher Education has been the main driver of tuition 
increases and unsustainable levels of student debt, putting Higher Education out of 
reach for working class families. Expanding the State Grant program is not an adequate 
substitute for fully funding the U of MN and especially MN State, which serves 
communities who are underrepresented in Higher Ed. 
 
Social Justice and Equity 

1) How would you address racial profiling and implicit bias by law enforcement? 
We must undo centuries of oppressive policy aimed at harming our BIPOC neighbors. 
We must attain community oversight and control of police which is an essential step to 
demilitarizing and decolonizing community safety, and building toward a long-term 
vision of police abolition.  

 



2) What changes (if any) would you propose to improve voter participation, and election 
fairness, efficiency and accuracy? When should former felons who have served their 
time be granted the right to vote? 

I’ve spent much of the past few years dedicated to increasing voter participation and 
turnout. I believe that voter registration should be automatic. I also support lowering the 
voting age in state and local elections to ensure elections are fair to young people. We 
must also allow everyone to vote, including currently and formerly incarcerated people. 
 

3) How would you increase employment and wages for people with disabilities in 
Minnesota? 

People with disabilities face unique challenges in many facets of employment. From 
discrimination, to accessibility challenges, to workplace policies that (intentionally or 
unintentionally) create barriers, an intersectional and multifaceted approach is needed to 
ensure that workers with disabilities are given the support they need and the rights they 
deserve. 
 
I will fight for the implementation and funding of policies that educate and support 
employers in providing required workplace accommodations, as well as policies that 
hold them accountable to providing them. I also support the strict enforcement of 
employment discrimination laws both for this population and for all marginalized people.  
 
It is also important to remember that workers with disabilities benefit from the increased 
wages, greater benefits, and stronger position that comes with being represented by a 
union. Unions fight for their own, and stronger unions will ensure that workers with 
disabilities receive the wages and accommodations that they need and deserve. I am 
deeply pro-worker and pro-union, and will fight for policies that support organized labor. 
 
Health Care 

1) Given that many Minnesotans are uninsured or underinsured in health care coverage, 
cannot receive coverage for specific health conditions, and/or cannot afford the proper 
medications, how would you increase the number of Minnesotans covered and the 
quality of their coverage? What else would you do to improve the current health 
insurance climate? How would you pay for that? 

I believe that healthcare is a human right and fully support universal healthcare at the 
national level. Locally, I support Senator John Marty’s Minnesota Health Plan—we must 
make MNCARE and MNSURE available to all Minnesota residents. I will fight to make sure 
all health care plans include access to dental, vision, and mental health care.  
 
We must maintain high licensure standards for nurses to ensure patients are getting the 
best care. Our state must continue to invest in high-quality training programs for care 
workers, including nursing assistants. I will champion enforceable and safe staffing 
ratios within our hospitals.  
 

 



In our state, it’s much harder to get an abortion than it should be. I will be a champion on 
unrestricting abortion access to all people who are able to give birth. Comprehensive 
reproductive healthcare must be available and accessible to trans and 
gender-nonconforming Minnesotans, including all gender affirming care like hormonal 
treatments.  
 

2) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, young 
children and others at risk? How would you pay for that?  

Improving the health and well-being of elderly, children, and others who are at risk in our 
community and across the state is at the core of what I hope to accomplish in the 
legislature. And, in order to be real and lasting, that work needs to be holistic—spanning 
significant investments in affordable housing, childcare, social services, and universal 
healthcare. That said, all of this work is united by at least two ideas. First, that these 
investments benefit all of us—we are strong when the most vulnerable members of our 
community are cared for. And second, that they require new investments in our 
community. 
 

3) What would you do to address the critical problem of access to health care for the 
self-employed? 

Our for-profit healthcare system is fundamentally broken. Healthcare is a human right. 
We need to make sure everyone has access to it, regardless of if they have the privilege 
of receiving it through their employer. Ultimately, we will need Medicare for All at the 
federal level to guarantee healthcare to everyone. 

 
4) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, young 

children and others at risk? How would you pay for that? How would you provide 
affordable, accessible emergency insulin?  

There are some critical questions facing the legislative next session. The most 
significant of these is likely how we work quickly to ensure that no one has to make the 
life-threatening choice between affording insulin and paying for groceries or rent. I 
support a state-funded program to provide emergency insulin funded through a tax on 
pharmaceutical companies who are responsible for skyrocketing prescription drug 
prices. 
 
I will work with Rep. Howard, who has led the fight on Insulin for All in the House, along 
with the Holt-Smith family and other advocates to increase pressure on Majority Leader 
Gazelka and the Senate Republican Caucus to provide affordable, accessible emergency 
insulin.  
 

5) What is your position on legislation that enacts the Minnesota Health Plan at the state 
level? What is your position on universal health care for all? 

 



Yes, I support the Senator John Marty’s Minnesota Health Plan—we must make MNCARE 
and MNSURE available to all Minnesota residents. There is no option other than universal 
healthcare for all. 
 
Economy/Jobs/Small Business 

1) What are the largest hurdles to the greater success of small and microbusiness in 
Minnesota? How would you lower those hurdles and minimize the barriers to their 
economic improvement?  

Microbusinesses provide richness and character to our communities and we must work 
to defend and enhance their contributions to our economy. Increasingly, large 
multinational behemoths are changing the nature of communities and the economy. Our 
economy needs to be in the hands of our neighbors and communities, and 
microbusinesses help achieve that goal.  
 
We can help microbusinesses by ensuring we are helping them have access to markets. 
All across the state and country microbusinesses are helped by joining cooperative 
networks to ensure businesses just like them can bring their product or service to 
individuals who need them. We need to ensure there are physical spaces within 
neighborhoods where businesses can connect, have access to internet and 
infrastructure, and can meet clients. We also need to ensure they have technical 
assistance in those areas that are different than their trade including business 
registration, tax filing, or billing needs. If we believe in infusing democracy into our 
economy, we must be serious about championing microbusiness. 
 

2) How would you support job creation in Minnesota?  
I believe in a Minnesota where people are valued before profits. We need to invest in 
Minnesota’s working class by protecting and expanding protections in the workplace, 
workers’ right to organize, and strengthening our labor unions.  
 
We also need to invest in border-to-border broadband, so all Minnesotans, especially 
those in our rural communities, can access the 21st century economy.  
 

3) What is Minnesota’s role in the global economy? What would you propose to support 
your position and serve the best interests of the Minnesota economy and Minnesotans?  

Minnesota’s economic position must be to serve the needs of working class people, not 
corporate investors and shareholders. We can serve Minnesotans best interest by raising 
the statewide minimum wage to at least $15 dollars an hour with no exemptions, 
protecting against wage theft, Earned Sick and Safe Time, and Paid Family Medical 
Leave.  
 

4) What is your position on policies that help recruit & maintain teachers of color? How 
would you do that?  

 



The exorbitant cost of higher education is a major challenge for potential teachers of 
color, especially as low wages make it difficult to repay student loans. To recruit and 
retain high quality educators we must raise educator pay. I support expanding debt 
forgiveness programs to help wipe out student debt for those who become and remain 
educators. 

I support free public college for all. As a first step, I will place a special priority on free 
public college for POC pursuing education degrees that pledge to serve at least five 
years in the classroom, and on loan forgiveness programs for existing educators of 
color. This would immediately begin to train a more diverse teaching workforce and 
remove one of the biggest barriers to POC becoming educators.  

We know teacher recruitment is dependent on teachers feeling valued, respected, and 
empowered on the job. I will champion workplace protections and strengthen teacher 
unions, both of which are proven to have positive impacts on retention and recruitment . 

I will organize a coalition of union educators, parents, students, support workers and 
community members to pass historic investments in Grow Your Own programs, and 
more accessible pathways to teacher licensure for ESPs and support staff.  

 
Public Safety and Crime Prevention 

1) What is your position on the availability of guns and particularly handguns? What is your 
position on the use of background checks prior to the purchase of firearms? Do you 
support periodic checks of current license holders? 

We must be as strict as possible when it comes to gun ownership. This must include 
universal background checks prior to the purchase of all firearms. I also support regular 
checks of current license holders.  
 

2) What types of legislation would you propose to aid in the prevention of crime? What 
specific legislation would you propose to reduce or prevent crime?  

The best way to prevent crime is through investment in social safety net programs, 
funding full service community schools, make historic investments in mental health and 
addiction services. Restorative justice and community healing programs help 
communities not just heal from crime, but prevent it in the future. We need to repair the 
relationship between black, indgienous and communities of color and the police. The 
best way to do that is to create laws that move us towards community oversight and 
control of the police. I support a long term vision of police abolition.  
 
Once people have contact with our criminal justice system we must remove punitive 
measures that dehumanize people. I support an end to cash bail. We must end the worst 
in the nation probation and parole times.  
 

3) What is your position regarding Second Chance programs and opportunities for 
ex-offenders to re-enter the community while balancing those initiatives with public 
safety and media influences? 

 



Dominant narratives tell us people re-entering the community from prison are dangerous. 
That’s false, and it’s a tool used to pit us against one another. Our own experiences tell 
us they are often members of our community who have struggled with addiction, 
experienced unfair treatment from our criminal justice system, or were in need of mental 
health treatment. Instead of continuing to punish them after they have served their 
sentences, we should be working to support them. 
 
Recidivism rates drop when people's lives are stable. Second chance programs are set 
up specifically to help make it possible for people to return to their communities, and 
thrive. I fully support them—when people are able to find employment and housing, they 
are able to be full, thriving members of our communities. We are safer when people are 
employed and have access to safe, stable, and affordable housing.  
 
Environmental Safety/Energy Policy 

1) How would you balance the interests of citizens and the environmental community with 
the interests of industry, finance and the business community? 

We are in the middle of a climate emergency. It’s time for urgent corrective action. I will 
push us to achieve 100% renewable energy by 2030. We must invest in a Green New Deal 
both nationally, and here in Minnesota to ensure we invest in clean energy and create 
jobs for workers in the extractive energy economy, and for workers currently out of the 
economy. 
 

2) What is your position on energy, the use of alternative and renewable energy sources, 
and Minnesota’s role in this arena? What key resources does Minnesota have to make 
good progress?  

We need to achieve 100% renewable energy by 2030. We must implement a Green New 
Deal Minnesota to ensure we invest in clean energy and create jobs for workers in the 
extractive energy economy, and for workers currently out of the economy.  
 
As we make this transition, I will fight to invest in retraining workers to ensure these new 
jobs are high-paying, safe, union jobs with benefits. Experts have said Minnesota has 
enormous solar and wind energy potential, and we need to work with our rural and 
farming communities to harness this potential.  
 

3) What policies or programs would you support in the areas of state building code 
compliance with clean energy technology, improved energy efficiency and increased 
noise protection?  

Every year, our state building code is under attack from those who would make our 
homes less safe, less efficient, and more costly to live in long term. We need to ensure 
we have a strong state building code that will meet the needs of our communities – 
increasing efficiency, sustainability, and lowering waste. We need to: 
 

 



● Have sustainable practices and regulations for water intake, energy consumption, 
and site maintenance 

● Limit the amount of harmful materials and waste used in construction 
● Ensure that homes are energy efficient and protected from excess noise when 

built and for additional resources to be added to weatherize, enhance noise 
protection, and increase efficiency of current homes 

● Increase public subsidies for technology that maximizes energy 
● Provide more programs, resources, and opportunities for solar energy on 

homes—and for homeowners to take advantage of programs that allow them to 
meter any excess clean energy 

● Use sustainable materials when building homes and structures 
 
In order to move forward boldly into a new energy paradigm, we must look both to 
enhanced regulation, and additional programs and monetary resources so that all can 
take advantage of the health, environmental, and economic benefits of advancements in 
building.  
 
Transportation 

1) What are your Minnesota transportation priorities as they relate to business, freight, 
travelers, and public transit including commuters, seniors, people with disabilities, young 
people, and visitors?  

Our long-term transportation plan shouldn’t be centered around personal vehicles. As a 
state, we have failed to adequately fund public transportation. It’s critical we provide free 
public transit for all Minnesotans, which would directly fight racial and economic 
inequity. This starts with massive investments to increase route options so transit is fully 
accessible—especially to those who need it most. A part of funding such an ambitious 
goal includes indexing the gas tax to inflation to ensure dedicated funding towards fixing 
our roads and bridges, as well as growing rapid bus transit. We must invest heavily in 
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT & aBRT) as well as Light Rail Transit (LRT). 
 

2) What is your position on light rail transit? How would you promote light rail transit 
expansion if you feel it’s needed?  

I support Light Rail Transit and expanding our current LRT system. LRT lines should be a 
part of free public transit for all Minnesotans. See my answer above for how we can fund 
these priorities. 
 
Affordable Housing 

1) What is your position on affordable housing and what are your plans/priorities for dealing 
with it? What is the first strategy you would use to deal with the affordable housing crisis 
and the homeless? 

In recent years, we have seen millions invested in new, private development while rents 
have continued to rise, pricing renters out and displacing the people who built this 
community. I will fight for rent control and a renter’s Bill of Rights, which includes 

 



just-cause eviction protection, a cap on security deposits, the right to organize, and an 
inclusive screening criteria mandate. Additionally, both the state and federal government 
have failed to provide adequate investment in truly affordable housing. Public housing 
across the state has been disinvested in. The state must provide funding for repair and 
renovation of public housing units. We also need to implement a Green New Deal specific 
to public housing by making major investments in updating aging buildings to meet 
environmental and living standards. 
 

2) What is your position on home ownership and what value do you think it may have in the 
community?  

Home ownership has been a backbone of the US housing system since the end of World 
War II. I’m supportive of Minnesotan’s ability to own a home, especially those who have 
been systematically blocked from home ownership through redlining, racial covenants, 
discrimination, and fraudulent lending practices. However, we must acknowledge that a 
housing system which prioritizes ownership over all forms of residence is deeply 
inequitable. The housing crisis demands a holistic response that works to guarantee the 
use of a home as a necessity, instead of a vehicle for profit. 
 
Agriculture and Food 

1) What is your position on Ag and food production where they intersect with corporate 
farms, family farms, environmental concerns and food safety?  

The loss of family farms, often having been worked by families for generations, is tragic. 
The economic crisis in agriculture is caused by the control of production by major 
corporations. It is forcing small and mid-sized farms out of business and off the land.  
 
While our farming communities are losing access to their livelihood, Big Ag’s greed is 
exacerbating the climate crisis. Each year, we’re seeing increased flooding and other 
extreme weather events, threatening the stability of our food and communities.  
 
Our people and planet can’t wait. We have to take urgent action to protect them. I will 
work with those directly impacted to find solutions to these complex problems.  
 

2) What is your position on the University of Minnesota’s Forever Green Program and how 
would you support family farmers?  

I strongly support the Forever Green Program (FGI), which is working to develop new, 
perennial crop varieties that have the potential to diversify the agricultural landscape, 
sequester carbon in the soil, and improve water quality. This new class of perennial 
crops, like Kernza, are already showing their potential in the food market—and some 
breweries in the Twin Cities are even using them to brew beer. Smart investments in 
research at the University of Minnesota will help these crops reach their full potential. 
While we fight for a Green New Deal for Minnesota, this is a tactic that can help address 
the challenges of climate change and water quality, all while strengthening the economic 
health of our rural communities.  

 



 
Government Accountability 

1) What is your position on the establishment of a nonpartisan independent redistricting 
commission?  

I support the establishment of a nonpartisan independent redistricting commission. 
District maps should be fair and democratic, not tools for partisan influence. 
 

2) What is your position on comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation including 
full disclosure of all contributions and expenditures?  

I support campaign finance reform including requiring full disclosure of all contributions 
and expenditures. Elections should be transparent. 
 
Media and Internet 

1) What is your position on Net Neutrality? What is your position on Border-to-Border 
broadband?  

I will champion net neutrality at the state level. The Internet is a universally 
acknowledged human right, and I will also fight to expand broadband coverage in every 
corner of Minnesota, especially our rural areas. 
 
Labor and Employment 

1) What is your position on a state-wide minimum wage? What related policies would you 
favor?  

We must raise the statewide minimum wage to at least $15/hour. We must also index the 
wage to inflation. I will also be a champion for equal pay regardless of gender, race, 
ethnicity, sexuality, religion, geography, or disability. 
 

2) What is your position on the Wage Theft Act?  
I strongly support the Wage Theft Act. As a server and bartender, I have seen firsthand 
that wage theft is not only a reality, it’s common. Attorney General Keith Ellison has 
made staffing a wage theft division and funding enforcement of a new law a priority—I 
am committed to fighting for funding to expand the staffing and investigation of wage 
theft claims. We need to review the law after the first few years to examine if increasing 
penalties for repeat offenders or egregious violations, and find ways to further 
discourage the practice of wage theft.  
 

3) What is your position on a statewide earned sick and safe time benefit package? How is 
that paid for?  

I support a statewide earned sick and safe time benefit package. Like so many of our 
needs, this can be paid for by adding a 5th tier income tax, closing tax loopholes, and 
rolling back the estate tax. 
 

4) What is your position on a paid family leave social insurance program? How would that 
work?  

 



I support Chair Laurie Halverson’s HF5 bill for a statewide Paid Family and Medical 
Leave. We must provide 12 weeks of paid medical leave including pregnancy; as stated 
in the bill, we can achieve this by creating a statewide risk pool and equally splitting 
costs between employers and employees at 0.31% of employee earnings, equaling about 
2 dollars a week for the median worker and employers. We must also drastically increase 
funding for our Unemployment Insurance administration by taxing the wealthy and the 
largest corporations.  
 

5) What is your position on legislation or a constitutional amendment that preempts or 
interferes with local governments’ authority to establish minimum wage, benefits, 
working conditions, terms of employment, or attendance/leave policies that exceed state 
or federal or state law? 

I’m dedicated to defeating any preemption bill that ever makes its way into the 
legislature. This will allow counties and cities to be on the frontline of progressive 
change, especially when it comes to revenue generation and progressive policy. 
Minneapolis has led some of the biggest wins for working class people, like Earned Sick 
and Safe Time, a $15 minimum wage, prevailing wage, and Paid Family Medical Leave. 

 


