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Your Candidacy 
Explain why you are seeking the office of Minnesota State House of Representatives. What will 
you bring to your constituents? What experiences, expertise and skill sets do you have that 
make you best suited to hold this position? What specific expertise will you bring to the State 
House that is unique or rare to the body? 
 
As a lifelong resident of Northeast Minneapolis, I know what matters most to this vibrant and diverse 
community, and I am ready to be a progressive voice for all of its residents. Our community needs 
someone with strong local ties to fight for these issues in the legislature. I have served this area for over 
30 years and I am ready to continue this mission to keep Northeast and Como a beautiful place to live, 
work, and play. With my background serving for several neighborhood organizations, as a union member, 
and as a DFL activist, I bring a lifelong commitment to public service that I am excited to continue at the 
State Legislature! 
 
 
Legislative Priorities 

1) Which three committee assignments would you request? Why would you request these 
three? 
 
I would like to be on the following three committees: 

1. Health and Human Services Finance Division, because I am concerned about affordable and 
equitable health care services for all Minnesotans. 

2. Education Policy, because of the chronic underfunding and lack of resource allocations within 
Minnesota schools.  

3. Environment and Natural Resources Finance Division, because I want to protect and sustain 
environmental assets that are essential to our state’s livability and economy.  

 
 
Taxes and Budget 

1) If you had revenues of $100 (to symbolize the state’s budget revenues) how would you 
allocate those revenues according to your priorities and your understanding of the 
budget and public priorities (so those priorities add up to $100)? 
 



A single representative is not in control of the budget, and a fully-fledged budget is a colossal 
undertaking that is the result of the efforts of many.  I would prioritize funding for education, 
healthcare, transportation, and the environment as key areas of focus that any state budget would 
need to include to fulfill the requirements of Minnesotans. 

 
2) What is your position on income tax policy? How does your tax position relate to sales 

tax, property tax, user fees and other surcharges? If you had to raise revenues how 
would you do that? 
 
It is common-knowledge that Minnesotans pay income taxes that are higher than many other 
states, however it is my belief that our state does better than most in delivering valuable services 
in return. We need to make sure that income taxes paid are equitable, so that those who are more 
fortunate with their earnings are paying a representative amount towards the common good. Other 
auxiliary taxes should be examined on a case by case basis, with input from economists and other 
experts to assess their total impact, both on revenues for the state as well as for the citizens they 
collect from. 

 
 
Education 

1) What are your priorities for early education, special education, K-12 education and 
higher education? How would you fund them? 
 
The first five years of a child’s life are the most formative, therefore we need to fully invest in 
statewide early childhood programming with licensed teachers. In order to better serve our special 
education students, we need to increase support professionals within our schools. My K-12 
priorities include retention bonuses to keep educators invested in their school communities and 
investments in new teachers that match the diversity of our student populations. I would support 
tuition freezes that would reduce the financial burden for higher education students and 
strengthen protections for students against predatory student lenders. 

 
2) What are your views on investing in early childhood education? How would you pay for 

those? How would you prioritize this with other educational spending? 
 
It is critical to invest in early childhood education with licensed educators across our state. This is 
not only to give them a head start, but to ensure they have the basic skills necessary that will set 
them up for success in kindergarten. The first five years of a child’s life are essential for their 
progress as a young learner, and we need to take advantage of those most developmental years 
with trained educators. 

 
3) The costs of higher education continue to escalate while the resources available to most 

MN students and families decrease. How do you plan to address the rising cost of higher 
education with continuing decreases in financial resources in a stressed economy? 
 



I am entirely committed to supporting tuition-free higher education for all Minnesotans at public 
universities for their first two years. Beyond the first two years of college, I believe all avenues 
need to be explored to make sure ever-rising tuition costs are made more manageable for all. 
After sending my children to public universities here in Minnesota, I know first-hand the struggle 
it is for students and their families to pay for tuition and other higher education costs, all while it 
is more important than ever for Minnesotans to attend. 

 
 
Social Justice and Equity 

1) How would you address racial profiling and implicit bias by law enforcement? 
 
We need to recruit more black and native officers across the state to help address bias in law 
enforcement in addition to required regular racial bias and sensitivity trainings of all officers 
across Minnesota. Strong community oversight of law enforcement helps to make sure all voices 
are heard. 

 
2) What changes (if any) would you propose to improve voter participation, and election 

fairness, efficiency and accuracy? When should former felons who have served their 
time be granted the right to vote? 
 
Minnesota is fortunate to have such a comparatively high level of civic engagement and voter 
turnout, but we should not rest on our laurels but rather use this as a building block towards a goal 
of total participation. We have an opportunity to be a nationwide leader by implementing 
programs like vote by mail that will make it even easier for all interested to take part and make 
their voices heard. Thankfully, former felons who have served their sentence in Minnesota have 
their voting rights restored; I am a supportive advocate for movements in other states that seek to 
restore these constitutional rights to their citizens as well. 

 
3) How would you increase employment and wages for people with disabilities in 

Minnesota? 
 
Non-profit organizations like The Arc Minnesota have been leading the way for individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities to find stable careers. I would partner with 
organizations like this to see what policies could be developed to ensure the state is doing 
everything it can to support this work.  

 
 
Health Care 

1) Given that many Minnesotans are uninsured or underinsured in health care coverage, 
cannot receive coverage for specific health conditions, and/or cannot afford the proper 
medications, how would you increase the number of Minnesotans covered and the 
quality of their coverage? What else would you do to improve the current health 
insurance climate? How would you pay for that? 



 
To increase the number of Minnesotans covered I would work toward providing a single-payer 
healthcare system that makes health care accessible. I would support legislation that would 
regulate insurance companies, with the goal of reducing most insurance exclusions that put 
residents at risk due to untreated health problems. Medical-related financial hardships devastate 
families who experience conditions that have been deemed an exclusion, but require treatment.  

 
2) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, young 

children and others at risk? How would you pay for that? 
 
Healthcare is a basic human right for all citizens, and is especially vital for those at higher risk 
like the elderly, young children, and those with disabilities. Creating a single-payer health system 
at the state level will ensure a safety net for all of these most vulnerable groups to ensure they 
receive the care they need to allow them to live healthy, dignified lives. 

 
3) What would you do to address the critical problem of access to health care for the 

self-employed? 
 
Our current healthcare system leaves gaps in coverage for many self-employed individuals, those 
who are missed by the employer-based method we currently use. While a switch away from this 
broken employer-based system would be the most straight-forward solution, providing a viable 
public option through the existing MinnesotaCare program for self-employed individuals would 
be a sufficient solution to help this overlooked group of people. 

 
4) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, young 

children and others at risk? How would you pay for that? How would you provide 
affordable, accessible emergency insulin? 
 
I would pursue pharmaceutical cost-containment efforts and support the Alec Smith Emergency 
Insulin Act to reduce the cost of insulin. Additionally, I would find ways to reduce administrative 
costs within the state Medicaid program, while maintaining the current level of Medicaid funding 
to provide reliable medical insurance to groups of low-income people and individuals with 
disabilities. 

 
5) What is your position on legislation that enacts the Minnesota Health Plan at the state 

level? What is your position on universal health care for all? 
 
I would support legislation that enacts the Minnesota Health Plan.  I would be a steadfast 
advocate to move the state toward a single-payer healthcare system that makes quality health care 
accessible to all Minnesotans. 
 
 

 



Economy/Jobs/Small Business 
1) What are the largest hurdles to the greater success of small and microbusiness in 

Minnesota? How would you lower those hurdles and minimize the barriers to their 
economic improvement? 
 
When we support small businesses and entrepreneurship in our communities, we generate wealth 
and opportunities that can support and grow our neighborhoods. Resources that support small 
businesses in our communities need to be distributed more equitably so that more communities 
are able to share in economic prosperity.  

 
2) How would you support job creation in Minnesota? 

 
Resources that are both state funded and federally funded to support workforce development 
throughout Minnesota need to be better aligned across sectors and programs. This means more 
alignment across secondary and post-secondary education, so students and future members of the 
workforce are able to obtain meaningful employment and a family sustaining wage. Minnesota 
currently has the worst career counselor to student ratio in the country, which is a major barrier to 
career and education planning particularly for students of color and their families.  

 
 

3) What is Minnesota’s role in the global economy? What would you propose to support 
your position and serve the best interests of the Minnesota economy and Minnesotans? 
 
I am proud of Minnesota’s position as a business leader, operating from a position of strength in 
the global scene with several Fortune 500 companies based here. Businesses large and small are 
creating innovations that benefit the world based on the attributes unique to our state that support 
their goals. These corporations need to give back to the state that has provided them the 
opportunity to see their businesses thrive to better ensure that this remains one of the best places 
in the world to operate. 

 
4) What is your position on policies that help recruit and maintain teachers of color? How 

would you do that? 
 
We need teachers of color so that communities of color can receive a quality education and reap 
the benefits of the diversity that exists in their learning community. A diverse workforce within a 
school brings a wider variety of strengths, raising the bar on the education that a student receives. 
Programs like Grow Your Own have a positive impact on investing in dedicated people already in 
the education field, and as a legislator I would want to expand programs like this to create clear 
pathways for people of color to see education as not just viable, but desirable. 

 
 
Public Safety and Crime Prevention 



1) What is your position on the availability of guns and particularly handguns? What is your 
position on the use of background checks prior to the purchase of firearms? Do you 
support periodic checks of current license holders? 
 
Improved gun control is one of the most common-sense ways to increase public safety that is 
available to us, with broad support from the population. It is criminal that we as a society have 
not done more to combat gun violence. We need thorough background checks performed on those 
looking to purchase a firearm, and frequent checks on those who currently own them.  I’d explore 
the benefits of gun-violence restraining orders or extreme-risk protection orders.  The purpose of 
these orders is for law enforcement or a family member to be able to petition a court to 
temporarily bar an at-risk person from purchasing firearms.  I’d advocate for further gun safety 
technology, such as products that use fingerprints or other biometrics to identify a weapon’s 
owner, while keeping it locked for any other user.  Unfortunately, the goal of absolute zero 
gun-related deaths may be unattainable, but we owe it to victims to do all we can to minimize this 
violence.  

 
I’d advocate for further gun safety technology, such as products that use fingerprints or other 
biometrics to identify a weapon’s owner, while keeping it locked for any other user. 

 
 

2) What types of legislation would you propose to aid in the prevention of crime? What 
specific legislation would you propose to reduce or prevent crime? 
 
We can curtail many crimes by strengthening our education system and working with those who 
are beginning to fall into the common patterns of criminality. By creating programs that are more 
centered around rehabilitation rather than punishment, we can lower crime rates while also 
creating meaningful change in many people’s lives. 

 
3) What is your position regarding Second Chance programs and opportunities for 

ex-offenders to re-enter the community while balancing those initiatives with public 
safety and media influences? 
 
I am a supporter of Second Chance programs and would like to see that these programs are well 
funded. We also need to lower the fines and fees of low-level criminal violations, reduce the 
lengths of probationary periods, and restore voting rights to all tax-paying citizens regardless of 
criminal record. 

 
 
Environmental Safety/Energy Policy 

1) How would you balance the interests of citizens and the environmental community with 
the interests of industry, finance and the business community? 
 



Environmental interests need to take precedence over the interests of polluters who are 
contributing to global warming and polluting our land, air and waters. Northeast Minneapolis has 
a tragic history of businesses using the community as a dumping ground, and these shameful 
practices continue with reckless businesses like Northern Metals violating EPA rulings and 
continuing to release harmful emissions into the air. We must protect and beautify our 
surroundings, and provide industry the opportunity to partner with us on this, rather than be our 
adversaries. 

 
2) What is your position on energy, the use of alternative and renewable energy sources, 

and Minnesota’s role in this arena? What key resources does Minnesota have to make 
good progress? 
 
Minnesota is well-positioned to be a leader in clean energy and should take up the charge to 
transition to sourcing more and more energy from renewable sources. There are frequent exciting 
advances in solar, wind, biofuel and other energy sources that can save our planet and save 
everyday people some money too. By providing subsidies and outreach, the state of Minnesota 
can create opportunities to expand our state’s usage of alternative energy to make sure we stay on 
the forefront of what is possible. 

 
3) What policies or programs would you support in the areas of state building code 

compliance with clean energy technology, improved energy efficiency and increased 
noise protection? 
 
At a minimum, new construction should be incentivized through subsidies or other programs to 
be LEED-compliant to lower their carbon footprints and be developed with the latest energy 
technology in mind. I would be supportive of making it a code requirement that all new 
construction requires limits to their energy output and take advantage of what is now available to 
ensure they are protecting the environment to their full capacity. 

 
 
Transportation 

1) What are your Minnesota transportation priorities as they relate to business, freight, 
travelers, and public transit including commuters, seniors, people with disabilities, young 
people, and visitors? 
 
Here in District 60A, we have so many residents that are reliant on public transportation to fulfill 
everyday needs; I myself ride public transit every day to get to and from work. We need to make 
sure public transportation is fully-funded and supported at the state level, and need to make it 
more accessible for Minnesotans that find it difficult to utilize for any reason. On a grander scale, 
we need to keep up with our infrastructure needs to keep our roads maintained and our bridges 
safe. I am also excited to explore potential projects that bring new services across the state, like 
proposed high-speed rail lines connecting Duluth to the Twin Cities, or the Twin Cities to 
Chicago. 



 
2) What is your position on light rail transit? How would you promote light rail transit 

expansion if you feel it’s needed? 
 
I support light rail transit because it is a clean, sustainable method of transportation. Ridership 
data supports its viability and I would promote expansion of additional lines by leveraging federal 
transportation grants and state funding. With the success of light rail thus far, we are at the 
forefront of what it can be developed into, and I am excited to see how useful it will continue to 
be as it is expanded further. 

 
 
Affordable Housing 

1) What is your position on affordable housing and what are your plans/priorities for dealing 
with it? What is the first strategy you would use to deal with the affordable housing crisis 
and the homeless? 
 
One plan would be for higher-income households to cross-subsidize the lower-income housing 
developments, through the creation of affordable housing mandates imposed by state legislation. 
The affordable housing mandates would be a requirement placed on developers, in which they 
would need to rent or sell a defined percentage of their newly built homes at a below-market cost. 
I would propose modeling housing mandates that were effective in cities that were of similar size 
and housing inventory as the Twin Cities metro area.  Furthermore, I would explore funding 
options for an increase in subsidized social housing for people with special needs. To serve unmet 
housing needs, I would pursue policies that increase the housing supply coupled with an increase 
in subsidies. I would analyze data carefully to maintain balance, to avoid the potential 
consequence of rent hikes due to competition for remaining affordable housing that is priced just 
above those subsidy levels. 

 
 

2) What is your position on home ownership and what value do you think it may have in the 
community? 
 
I believe every Minnesotan should be able to own a home if they desire, however with the 
increase in home prices in Northeast and Como, as well as the increase in taxes and student loan 
debt, homeownership seems less achievable for many in our district. I believe that the renters in 
our community are just as valuable to our neighborhoods as homeowners, yet they are often not 
treated that way. As your representative, I will be committed to valuing the voices of all of my 
constituency and look for avenues to assist first-time home buyers and renters, and curb the 
barriers that exist to homeownership. 
 

 
 
 



Agriculture and Food 
1) What is your position on Ag and food production where they intersect with corporate 

farms, family farms, environmental concerns and food safety? 
 
Minnesota has always been part of America’s food supply, built on the hard labor of family 
farmers. Increasingly, these family farms are under attack by big business corporate farms and 
thoughtless tariffs imposed by Trump’s trade wars. While our district does not contain 
agriculture, I am sympathetic to the needs of struggling family farmers and I would like to help 
our nearby agricultural neighbors as best I can in the legislature. 

 
2) What is your position on the University of Minnesota’s Forever Green Program and how 

would you support family farmers? 
 
I would support this program, because the development of new crops that reduce tilling and other 
farming costs will reinforce our state’s agricultural economy. I would support legislation that 
would provide tax credits to Minnesota farmers who prove they have implemented climate-smart 
agricultural practices and are reducing greenhouse gas and carbon dioxide emissions from their 
properties. This incentive could help us reach state emissions goals while helping farmers foster 
environmentally sustainable farming techniques. 
 

 
Government Accountability 

1) What is your position on the establishment of a nonpartisan independent redistricting 
commission? 
 
The method of how our districts are drawn up is just as vital to maintaining a free and fair 
democracy as who is ultimately elected to represent these districts. I strongly support a 
nonpartisan, independent redistricting commission to ensure these boundaries are laid out in a 
way that is fair to all voters, making sure we are all represented. 

 
2) What is your position on comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation including 

full disclosure of all contributions and expenditures? 
 
I feel that democracy functions better when there is transparency and full disclosure about 
campaign donors, donation amounts, and expenditures. We need open books so that the public is 
able to know who has received contributions and where those contributions have come from, and 
then need to hold those who are elected accountable on their actions if they are behaving 
corruptly. 

 
 
Media and Internet 

1) What is your position on Net Neutrality? What is your position on Border-to-Border 
broadband? 



 
Net Neutrality needs to be protected to maintain the open and collaborative spirit of the Internet. 
While this is an international issue with its roots planted in the global stage, Minnesota is a leader 
within this country in technology and telecommunications, and we need to set an example here 
for other states and the country as a whole to follow. We must stand up to greedy corporate 
interests that seek to privatize, wall off, or throttle access to the Internet. Likewise, we need to 
work towards a goal of all citizens having affordable and fast access to the Internet. Programs like 
the Border to Border Broadband Development Grant Program are good first steps to ensuring the 
entire state has high-speed access; we need to be certain programs like these are future-proofed to 
keep up with the pace of innovation, while also paying attention to the affordability for 
lower-income citizens to maintain access. 
 

 
Labor and Employment 

1) What is your position on a state-wide minimum wage? What related policies would you 
favor? 
 
The recent increase to the state minimum wage that went into effect is a first step that illuminates 
just how far behind our minimum wage laws have fallen. While we are still far ahead of many 
other states, the minimum wage is no longer a livable wage. Workers deserve to be able to afford 
basic necessities like housing and food by working just one full-time job, even if that job is paid 
the lowest legal wage. Too many families are now torn apart by the need for multiple jobs just to 
scrape by; I would seek an increase to the state minimum wage that brings Minnesota in line with 
states on the leading edge of wage fairness. 

 
2) What is your position on the Wage Theft Act? 

 
Minnesota’s new Wage Theft Act is a strong step towards protecting the rights of workers with 
common-sense legislation that will make compensation clearer for all wage-earners and increase 
enforcement against employers that conduct bad business practices, stealing duly earned income 
from their employees. We must be diligent to ensure there are no blind spots with this new law 
and make sure the protections in it are known to all workers throughout the state. 

 
3) What is your position on a statewide earned sick and safe time benefit package? How is 

that paid for? 
 
I would support a statewide earned sick and safe time benefit package similar to the ones already 
adopted by Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Duluth. The well-being and health care needs of employees 
and their family members cannot be compromised by funding constraints. This package should be 
funded by increasing revenue received by the state from large corporations, bringing their 
contributions more in line with the benefits they receive from our state. 

 



4) What is your position on a paid family leave social insurance program? How would that 
work?  
 
I would support a program that provides for paid family leave, but not if it were to come out of 
the employee’s future Social Security retirement benefits as is frequently proposed. Similar to 
other states with successful policies for this type of program, I would support joint funding by 
both employer and employee payroll contributions. This is the most equitable means to providing 
the needed social benefits these programs provide while balancing out the costs associated with 
its implementation. 

 
5) What is your position on legislation or a constitutional amendment that preempts or 

interferes with local governments’ authority to establish minimum wage, benefits, 
working conditions, terms of employment, or attendance/leave policies that exceed state 
or federal law? 
 
Local governments have consistently been incubators for policies that advance our society, a 
testing ground for new laws that can then be implemented at a wider level after they have been 
proven to be successful. For this reason, I would defend the authority local governments have to 
create laws that meet the needs of its residents, especially those policies revolving around 
employment. We need these local governments to lead the way in enacting policies that expand 
the social safety net, providing actionable benefits that protect and enhance the lives of all people. 

 


