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Explain why you are seeking the office of Minnesota State House of Representatives. 
What will you bring to your constituents? What experiences, expertise, and skill sets do 
you have that make you best suited to hold this position? What specific expertise will 
you bring to the State House that is unique or rare to the body? 
 
I’ve dedicated my life to serving my community, especially by fighting for a stronger education 
system, more prosperous workers, and a cleaner environment. I want to serve the residents of 
Northeast and Como by continuing those efforts in our state government. 
 
I have many years of experience in public interest and worker advocacy, including my current 
position as state director of Save the Boundary Waters, a union organizer for the Minneapolis 
Federation of Teachers, and as a student leader in the Minnesota Public Interest Research 
Group. I’ve visited nearly every school in Minneapolis, knocked on countless doors in our district 
and in our city, worked in small towns across the state, and fought for progressive priorities 
side-by-side with civic leaders, legislators, advocates, and educators. I have a detailed 
knowledge of the challenges facing our schools and their employees, and the problems 
threatening Minnesota’s natural environment. I will always side with workers over business, with 
the needy over the wealthy, and with the environment over polluters. I love this community. I 
want to help it grow and prosper, and I want to ensure that prosperity is shared among all its 
residents.  
 
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
 
1)  Which three committee assignments would you request? Why would you request 
these three? 
 
Taxes: Tax policy reflects social values. As Minnesota raises revenues for future reform, I want 
to help bring progressive values to its tax system. In particular, we need to ensure the burden of 
funding new programs is shifted away from those living in tight financial straits, and towards 
those with plenty to spare - namely, the ultra-wealthy and large corporations.  
 
Education Finance: One of my core policy priorities is to support Minnesota schools with a 
fairer and more thorough state funding scheme, culminating in E-12 education fully funded by 
the state. 
 



Environment and Natural Resources Policy: Environmental protections are a pillar of my 
candidacy. I am deeply committed to crafting legislation to defend and restore Minnesota’s 
natural treasures, as well as to reduce industrial waste, reduce emissions, and eliminate 
environmental and chemical hazards in the Twin Cities.    
 
Finally, in keeping with my current work fighting to keep the Boundary Waters a pristine 
Wilderness for future generations, I am particularly interested in joining the Water 
subcommittee. 
 
TAXES AND BUDGET 
 
1)  If you had revenues of $100 (to symbolize the state’s budget revenues) how would 
you allocate those revenues according to your priorities and your understanding of the 
budget and public priorities (so those priorities add up to $100)? 
 
In my ideal budget, state spending on E-12 education, higher education, health care, transit, 
and environmental protections would increase substantially. In particular, a move to fully-funded 
public education would dramatically increase the share of state spending on E-12 education, 
although, from the perspective of taxpayers, this would be offset by a commensurate decline in 
property tax revenues.  
 
However, it should be noted that the absolute share of the state budget does not perfectly 
reflect policy priorities. Under the current budget, approximately 41% of general fund dollars are 
spent on education, 31% of general fund revenue is spent on health care and human services, 
while less than one percent is allocated in environmental legislation. As a result, even doubling 
or tripling state spending on the environment would result in a relatively minor increase in 
overall spending -- no more than 2%. I also hope to help expand the budgetary pie by raising 
increased revenues from the wealthy and from large businesses. For these reasons, I believe it 
is more important to look for high-impact policy interventions that change lives and produce 
better outcomes than to set budgetary targets. 
 
2)  What is your position on income tax policy? How does your tax position relate to 
sales tax, property tax, user fees, and other surcharges? If you had to raise revenues 
how would you do this? 
 
Income taxes are the most progressive form of taxation. To fund progressive legislative 
priorities, I support increasing taxes on the wealthy and large corporations, especially those 
corporations that pollute, degrade, and destroy our natural environment and privatize our 
schools. I support Governor Walz’s plan to tax foreign income and reduce special tax 
deductions for businesses.  
 
I am opposed to expanding sales taxes in Minnesota because they are typically regressive, and 
increase the tax burden paid by low income residents. 
 



Current property tax rates are causing difficulties for families and households on a fixed income. 
This is particularly an issue for seniors in our community who want to stay in their homes and 
age in place; we know that allowing seniors to remain within their neighborhood circle of support 
helps these residents live longer, more productive lives. A major contributor to property tax 
burden is traditional school funding system, in which local districts enact levies to fund 
education. Fully funding education at the state level will reduce property tax burdens. 
 
I support returning the statewide formula to 2003 levels and catching up to inflation as a means 
of providing property tax relief.  
 
EDUCATION 
 
1)  What are your priorities for early education, special education, K-12 education and 
higher education? How would you fund them? 
 
I am proud to be endorsed by our local and state teachers’ unions, representing teachers and 
classroom support professionals. They know I will fight tirelessly for the students, educators, 
and families of Northeast and Como. Education is a cornerstone issue of my candidacy, and I 
hope to make many improvements to our E-12 educational system. These include: 
 

● Securing sustainable funding for afterschool programming. The MN Department of 
Education recently declined to renew a long-standing grant to the city’s schools that our 
community relies on for vibrant and reliable afterschool programming. I will work to find 
an ongoing funding source for these programs so we are not jeopardizing this vital 
support for students and families. 

● Eliminating a broken funding formula that requires schools to rely on property taxes. We 
need to fully fund education at the state level so all schools have the resources they 
need to provide appropriate education to every student. Opportunity gaps mean that kids 
are being left behind, which holds the entire state back. 

● Ensuring small class sizes by working for appropriate funding for schools we can ensure 
appropriate student-to-educator ratios. 

● Fully funding special education, English-language learner programs, and other unfunded 
state mandates. The current formula unduly burdens schools with high concentrations of 
these students with higher needs, including the schools within our community. 

● Increasing the recruitment and retention of educators of color, including by supporting 
programs at our colleges and universities that focus on recruitment of students for 
teaching programs with diverse backgrounds.  

● Treating school support staff as the essential classroom team members they are. 
● Supporting wrap-around services at our community schools so our schools remain the 

pillars of the community and places where the whole child is supported. 
 
 I will fund these priorities through the general fund.  
 



2)  What are your views on investing in early childhood education? How would you pay 
for those? How would you prioritize this with other educational spending? 
 
We have known for years that early childhood education is key to teaching children how to learn 
and ultimately succeed in school. I support allowing more districts to participate in the existing 
voluntary pre-K formula that 128 school districts are already benefiting from.  
 
3) The costs of higher education continue to escalate while the resources available to 
most MN students and families decrease. How do you plan to address the rising cost of 
higher education with continuing decreases in financial resources in a stressed 
economy? 
 
As someone with student loan debt of my own, I know all too well the difficult choices that can 
arise when a college education costs too much for working families. Major life events, like 
buying a home or starting a family, should not have to wait until student loan debt is paid down. 
Minnesota should provide both state university systems with the necessary financial support to 
lower tuition and keep tuition stable. In addition to reasonable tuition, the state can support its 
colleges and universities by reducing costs that accompany higher education, like transportation 
and affordable housing. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EQUITY 
 
1)  How would you address racial profiling and implicit bias by law enforcement? 
 
I will work to require the Peace Officer Board to include more members of the public; in its 
current form, only two members are non-officers. I will also work to ensure that a majority of the 
members of the public on the Board are not former officers. I support the creation of an 
investigative task force like the one developed following the Ferguson police shooting by 
President Obama and former US Attorney General Eric Holder; this body should be directed to 
review government institutions for implicit bias, including, but not limited to, bias in police forces. 
I also look forward to the outcomes from the task force work Attorney General Keith Ellison is 
currently developing. I am confident that those findings will include actionable policy 
recommendations to reduce bias in the criminal justice system. The legislature should adopt any 
such recommendations. 
 
Finally, I support statutory changes to legalize cannabis, and require automatic expungement of 
cannabis-related offenses from criminal records. 
 
2) What changes (if any) would you propose to improve voter participation, and election 
fairness, efficiency and accuracy? When should former felons who have served their 
time be granted the right to vote? 
 
I oppose stripping felons of voting rights, period. 
 



I support automatic voter registration and making Election Day a state holiday to make it easier 
for Minnesotans to vote. Finally I also support expanding the number of people a person can 
vouch for. 
 
3) How would you increase employment and wages for people with disabilities in 
MInnesota? 
 
Minnesota is projected to continue to face employee shortages in the coming years. The 
employee shortage creates greater opportunity for those who already face barriers to 
employment. I support raising the wage for people with disabilities so they receive the same 
wage as all other minimum wage earners. I also support programs including appropriations and 
tax credits to incentivize businesses to hire people with disabilities. I am interested in exploring 
programs that help businesses to hire people with disabilities by providing state funding to make 
up a portion of their hourly wage, under a certain level, during a trial employment period.  
 
HEALTH CARE 
 
1)  Given that many Minnesotans are uninsured or underinsured in health care coverage, 
cannot receive coverage for specific health conditions, and/or cannot afford the proper 
medications, how would you increase the number of Minnesotans covered and the 
quality of their coverage? What else would you do to improve the current health 
insurance climate? How would you pay for that? 
 
I support Sen. John Marty’s Minnesota Health Plan. Making MinnesotaCare a public option for 
all individuals and small employers is a good start. Having selected the health care plan for 
Save the Boundary Waters, where I work, I know firsthand how few high-quality and affordable 
options are available for small employers and nonprofits. 

 
Since it is unaddressed on this questionnaire, I would also like to note my strong support for 
improved access to reproductive health care. Abortion is health care. Minnesota must ensure 
that all residents are free to make whatever family planning decisions they choose, and do not 
face artificial burdens or barriers in doing so. Access to contraception and abortion must be 
addressed immediately, given that the federal judiciary appears to be on the brink of overturning 
Roe v. Wade. 
 
 
2) What would you do to improve the health and living conditions of the elderly, young 
children and others at risk? How would you pay for that? 
 
Addressing at-risk groups requires special sensitivity to the historic barriers these groups face, 
and how health and wellbeing can intersect with other policy areas, like environment and 
housing. For instance, neighborhoods like Northeast and Como, which contain many members 
of at-risk groups, have borne the brunt of decades of environmental racism and industrial 
pollution. As someone with asthma, I know how an unsafe environment can have consequences 



for health, and create health care cost burdens. Industrial waste cleanup, lead abatement, 
reductions in air pollution and emissions, and other nominally “environmental” protections are a 
first step in addressing the health of vulnerable groups. 
 
3) What would you do to address the critical problem of access to health care for the self-
employed? 
 
I know from experience choosing the health insurance plan for my employees at the Campaign 
to Save the Boundary Water how few choices for high quality affordable health insurance plans 
are available for small employers and the self employed. I support the Minnesota Health plan 
and allowing more Minnesotans who wish to, access to MinnesotaCare.  
 
4) How would you provide affordable, accessible emergency insulin? 
 
I support immediate passage of the Alec Smith Emergency Insulin Act.  
 
5)  What is your position on legislation that enacts the Minnesota Health Plan at the state 
level? What is your position on universal health care for all? 
 
As stated above, I support the Minnesota Health Plan. I also support legislation to expand 
Minnesota’s state health care system towards greater universality. Ultimately, Minnesota should 
work towards a system where cost represents no barrier to any resident receiving needed care. 
 
ECONOMY/JOBS/SMALL BUSINESS 
 
1)  What are the largest hurdle to the greater success of small and microbusiness in 
Minnesota? How would you lower those hurdles and minimize the barriers to their 
economic improvement? 
 
I support expanding grant programs that support organizations like Meda, which fosters minority 
entrepreneurs with business consulting, financial solutions, and market opportunities.  
 
 
 
 
2)  How would you support job creation in Minnesota? 
 
Minnesota is fortunate to have a relatively low unemployment rate that beats the national 
average. However, not all jobs are equal. I support pro-worker legislation to create not just more 
jobs, but better jobs. To this end I support policies like statewide sick leave and safe time, as 
well as statewide paid family and medical leave. Doing this will put businesses of all sizes on 
level footing and ensure all new positions include competitive benefits. Statewide programs also 
provide entrepreneurs greater support when they decide to pursue their own dreams. 
 



3)  What is Minnesota’s role in the global economy? What would propose to support your 
position and serve the best interests of Minnesota economy and Minnesotans? 
 
Canada, Mexico, and China are the largest international trading partners of Minnesota. We 
need to continue to be an exporter of goods and services in order to stay competitive with other 
states and countries. I oppose President Trump’s sanctions and trade war escalations. Building 
and cultivating a market for our goods and services is a slow process that requires trust and 
when those markets go away, it takes years and decades to build back and can hurt workers. 
 
4)  What is your position on policies that help recruit and maintain teachers of color? 
How would you do that? 
 
As stated above, one of my top educational priorities is increased recruitment and retention of 
educators of color. I want to support for programs at our colleges and universities that focus on 
recruitment of students for teaching programs with diverse backgrounds. Recruitment is not the 
sole issue here -- Minnesota has also struggled to retain teachers of color, a problem that 
appears to be rooted in poor working conditions in schools. Improved state financial support for 
E-12 education, and improved educator employment conditions generally, will improve long-
term retention rates. I support passage of Representative Kunesh- Podein’s Increase Teachers 
of Color Act and allocating funds to Grow Your Own programs to give ESPs a pathway to 
becoming teachers. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY AND GUN CRIMES PREVENTION  
 
1)  What is your position on the availability of guns and particularly handguns? What is 
your position on the use of background checks prior to the purchase of firearms? Do you 
support periodic checks of current license holders? 
 
The ease of accessing firearms should be reduced, in order to stem gun violence in the city and 
state. I support mandatory background checks for all gun purchases and periodic checks for 
current license holders. I also support passing a red flag law. Minnesota should ban assault 
weapons outright. 
 
2) What types of legislation would you propose to aid in the prevention of crime? What 
specific legislation would you propose to reduce or prevent crime? 
 
Crime prevention begins with social and economic support. High-quality education and 
afterschool programming are critical for disrupting the school-to-prison pipeline. I will fight to 
fully fund schools and add “wraparound” social and health care services at public schools, 
providing children with the support they need to avoid the criminal justice system altogether. I 
will support legislation that secures sustainable funding for afterschool programming in our 
community.  
 



I also support efforts to improve the housing and economic circumstances of Minnesotans. High 
housing costs contribute to housing instability, while a lack of jobs offering livable wages and 
important benefits causes economic distress. Both undermine the social cohesion of 
neighborhoods, contributing to crime and violence.  
 
3) What is your position regarding Second Chance programs and opportunities for ex-
offenders to re-enter the community while balancing those initiatives with public safety 
and media influences? 
 
I support re-entry programs and second chance organizations. I also support expanding the 
existing treatment court funding stream to include more courts and increasing the rate to ensure 
that all courts are able to have the staff needed to support all qualifying participants. We know 
that when run according to national standards, treatment courts work. They reduce recidivism 
and crime.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY/ENERGY POLICY 
 
1)  How would you balance the interest of citizens and the environmental community with 
the interest of industry, finance, and the business community? 
 
My first obligation is to constituents and residents. I will always side with the health, safety, and 
sustainability of the community over corporate profits. While it is important to support Minnesota 
industry and business, this must be done as a means to a more important end, which is 
increasing the welfare of the people in this state.  
 
2)  What is your position on energy, the use of alternative and renewable energy sources, 
and Minnesota’s role in this arena? What key resources does Minnesota have to make 
good progress? 
 
Climate change is an emergency. Minnesota should immediately reduce its reliance on carbon-
producing energy. Without a rapid transition to clean alternative energy sources, this transition 
will be impossible. I have long supported clean energy, and moving to net zero carbon 
emissions, as demonstrated by my work with the 2013 Clean Energy Options campaign in 
Minneapolis that resulted in the first-in-the-nation partnership between citizens, the city, and our 
large utility companies. Minnesota increase energy output from carbon-free alternative energy 
as rapidly as possible.  
 
Other interventions can reduce the total energy consumption of the state. Building out the public 
transit system, and encouraging its use by lowering barriers to ridership, reduce private vehicle 
emissions. Reducing suburban and exurban sprawl will reduce overall energy consumption, as 
well as energy use and emissions related to cars, and infrastructure development. 
 



3)  What policies or programs would you support in the areas of state building code 
compliance with clean energy technology, improved energy efficiency, and increased 
noise protection? 
 
At the legislature, I will support and prioritize efforts seeking to transition to alternative, climate-
friendly energy and quickly reach net zero emissions. These include, but are not limited to: 

● Passing a Minnesota Green New Deal. 
● Incentivizing solar and wind projects. 
● Disincentivizing driving. 
● Passing a transportation bill prioritizing mass transit (including high speed rail), bicycling, 

and electric vehicles. 
● Supporting placement of electric vehicle charging stations across Minnesota.  
● Supporting and enforcing Governor Walz’s recently announced Clean Cars Standards.  
● Implementing a 100 Percent Clean Energy standard. 
● Encouraging beneficial electrification. 
● Adopting more robust energy standards in building codes and allowing local 

governments to adopt a stretch code. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
1)  What are your Minnesota transportation priorities as they relate to business, freight, 
travelers, and public transit including commuters, seniors, people with disabilities, 
young people, and visitors? 
 
My transportation priorities focus on bolstering cost-effective forms of public transit that will 
mitigate climate impacts and support mobility for the entire community, including people with 
limited access to automobile transit. In particular, this includes support for new bus rapid transit 
(BRT) lines through areas like Northeast and Como, where the dense urban environment can 
support improved transit infrastructure. I also strongly support increased funding for pedestrian 
and bike infrastructure, which greatly increase the liveability of our neighborhoods, reduce 
vehicle traffic, and can be added for a tiny fraction of the cost of other transportation services.  
 
Ultimately, Minnesota should move to a fare-free transit system. In addition to giving lower-
income residents a leg up, increased public transit ridership will help us reduce our reliance on 
cars and create a larger constituency for public transit expansion.  
 
2) What is your position on light rail transit? How would promote light rail transit 
expansion if you feel it’s needed? 
 
I support existing light rail projects, and want to reduce barriers for future projects. Even though 
they have faced some technical hurdles, the Green and Blue lines represent two of the nation’s 
most successful light rail projects, exceeding ridership projections and improving mobility 
regionwide. They prove the viability of future metro LRT projects.  
 



AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 
1)  What is your position on affordable housing and what are your plans/priorities for 
dealing with it? What is the first strategy you would use to deal with the affordable 
housing crisis and the homeless? 
 
Our entire region is facing an affordable housing crisis and every city in the region must play a 
part in resolving it. Minnesota must increase funding for affordable housing, and take steps to 
ensure that this funding is directed where it is most needed: areas with high rents, plentiful jobs, 
and strong neighborhood schools and services. The cost of housing is driving people out of 
these areas, which include Northeast and Como.  
 
We must ensure that our neighborhoods can continue to grow economically without displacing 
existing residents with high housing costs. The only way to do this is to increase the amount of 
housing we produce, across the income spectrum. I will also support inclusive zoning legislation  
to ensure that new affordable housing is produced alongside market-rate developments in 
growing areas, so that developers cannot only build housing for the rich and leave the rest 
behind. 
 
2) What is your position on home ownership and what value do you think it may have in 
the community? 
 
Northeast and Como have large concentrations of renters, and these residents’ rights to 
affordable, stable, and safe housing is equal to those of homeowners. However, it cannot be 
ignored that, for many Minnesotans, a home is the primary repository of personal wealth. As a 
result, any involuntary disparity in homeownership rates -- for instance, between white 
Minnesotans and Minnesotans of color -- can result in a wealth gap, as well. I will support 
legislation to reduce disparate obstacles to homeownership, including by lowering barriers to the 
production of affordable units for sale and by reducing unequal access to home loans. 
 
I oppose regressive taxes like the mortgage interest deduction. This deduction benefits people 
who already have the means to purchase. Current law doesn’t work for low income 
homeowners. I support changing this to a credit and capping household income eligibility to 
focus the benefit on people who actually need this, low income people. I would repurpose the 
savings into first time homebuyer programs that have been proven to reduce disparities in 
homeownership.  
 
AGRICULTURE AND FOOD  
 
1)  What is your position on agriculture and food production where they intersect with 
corporate farms, family farms, environmental concerns, and food safety? 
 
Large scale farms have devastated water quality in southwestern Minnesota. We must improve 
water quality regulations particularly for agricultural polluters. Doing business in this state does 



not mean you have a right to degrade or threaten our natural environment. I also support 
increasing fines for agricultural polluters to make violations actually impact business practices.  
 
2) What is your position on the University of Minnesota’s Forever Green Program and 
how would you support family farmers? 
 
I support fully-funding and providing on-going funds to support the Forever Green Initiative to 
push the development of winter annual and perennial crop options for Minnesotan farms to 
reduce nonpoint source pollution and habitat loss associated with our current annual cropping 
systems. Incentivizing perennial and no till crop options, such as kernza, will also provide 
economic opportunities for Minnesotan farmers.  
 
Forever Green is an important program that has produced high-efficiency and high-yield crops. 
Research the program is doing now is critical to the necessary evolutions farmers will need to 
make in order to continue farming as Minnesota continues to deal with the effects of climate 
change.  
 
I support state programs that prioritize access to capital for young farmers so more young 
people and people of diverse backgrounds can build the necessary generational wealth to make 
farming profitable and sustainable.  
 
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
1)  What is your position on the establishment of a nonpartisan independent redistricting 
commission?  
 
I strongly support the establishment of an independent nonpartisan redistricting commission, to 
ensure Minnesotans’ votes are not gerrymandered into irrelevance. 
 
2)  What is your position on comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation 
including full disclosure of all contributions and expenditures? 
 
The public deserves to know who is paying to elect its representatives. I strongly support full 
financial disclosure of all campaign activity, no matter the source, and support all legislation that 
increases election transparency.  
 
MEDIA AND INTERNET 
 
1)  What is your position on net neutrality? What is your position on border-to-border 
broadband? 
 
I support both. Recent federal court decisions have made clear that, despite the Trump 
administration’s abandonment of net neutrality, states are permitted to enact their own net 



neutrality legislation. Minnesota should respond by immediately requiring providers to provide 
equal and nondifferentiated internet access within its borders. 
 
I support efforts to increase broadband access to all Minnesota communities. Internet access 
has become an indispensable tool for civic and economic engagement and must be available to 
all. 
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
 
1)  What is your position on a state-wide minimum wage? What related policies would 
you favor? 
 
I support the statewide minimum wage as a floor -- and I support measures to increase the floor 
to a living wage. The 2013 passage of pegging the minimum wage to inflation is working, it is 
gradually raising the minimum wage and has moved what has previously been a years-long 
fight over increases to irrelevance because annual inflationary increases occur with little fanfare 
and are approved by the Commissioner of the Department of Labor. Courts have upheld that 
current law permits municipalities, like Minneapolis to increase their local minimum wage.  
 
2) What is your position on the Wage Theft Act? 
 
Yes, I support the Wage Theft Prevention Act that passed in 2019.  
 
3)  What is your position on a statewide earned sick and safe time benefit package? How 
is that paid for? 
 
I support this. I helped develop and pass the local, Minneapolis ordinance for sick and safe time. 
The current statewide bill, HF11, which I support, is funded by general fund appropriations. 
 
4)  What is your position on a paid family leave insurance program? How would that 
work? 
 
I support passing paid family and medical leave, HF5. The bills establishes a state-run 
insurance program that would partially reimburse the wages lost when workers take family or 
medical leave. The bill provides 12 weeks through an insurance program that emulates the 
current unemployment insurance system. 
 
5)  What is your position on legislation or a constitutional amendment that preempts or 
interferes with local governments’ authority to establish minimum wage, benefits, 
working conditions, terms of employment or attendance/leave policies that exceed state 
or federal law? 
 
I oppose the use of preemption to create local regulatory “ceilings,” for labor protections as well 
as in other fields. 


